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25th Infantry Regiment Wreckers 

 
(Back row: unknown, unknown, unknown, Bob Fagan, Andy Cooper, Hurley McNair and Army Officer 

                  Front row: Dobie Moore, Bullet Rogan, Lemuel Hawkins, unknown and Oscar “Heavy” Johnson) 
 
 
 
Note: Besides Oscar “Heavy” Johnson there are at least six other players on this team that played in the Negro Leagues. 

 
1. Andy Cooper 1920-1940 Detroit Stars, Chicago American Giants, St. Louis Stars  
                                                                                and Kansas City Monarchs 
 
2. Bob Fagan 1920-1923 Kansas City Monarchs and St. Louis Stars  
 
3. Lemuel Hawkins 1921-1928 Chicago Giants, Kansas City Monarchs and Chicago   
                                                                                American Giants 
 
4. Hurley Mc Nair 1911-1937 Chicago Giants. Chicago Union Giants, Chicago American  
                                                                                Giants, All Nations, Detroit Stars, Kansas City Monarchs,  
                                                                                Gilkerson’s Union Giants and Cincinnati Tigers 
 
5. Walter “Dobie” Moore 1920-1926 Kansas City Monarchs 
 
6. Wilber “Bullet” Rogan 1917-1938 All Nations and Kansas City Monarchs 
 

          There is also a good possibility that one or more of the unknown players in this photo may be one of the  
          following players: Carl Glass, Fred Goliath, Moses Herring, William “Big C” Johnson, William Linder  
          (Lightner), Stewart (first name unknown), Ward (first name unknown) or White (first name unknown). All eight  
          of these players played for the Buffalo soldiers baseball team during this time frame and also went on to play in  
          the Negro Leagues. 
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Oscar “Heavy” Johnson was born on April 20, 1895 in Atchinson,  
Kansas to Frank and Harriet Johnson. His date of birth has been 
verified by the 1900 United States Census Report. Oscar was the  
youngest of nine children. He had two sisters (Matilda and Cynthia)  
and six brothers (James, Edward, John, Frank, Harrison and Samuel). 
During his youth the family moved from Kansas to Youngstown, Ohio. 

 
Johnson was a “big” man for his day. He stood six feet tall and weighed  
approximately 250 pounds during his playing career. Oscar batted and  
threw right handed. During his career he played in the outfield, first base  
and catcher. For his size he had good speed which was evident by his  
17 stolen bases (second in the league) in 1923. Defensively he was  
only an average fielder whether it was in the outfield or behind the plate.  
Oscar was best known as a hitter. He hit for both average and power  
throughout his entire career. His power was legendary making him one  
of the top sluggers of the 1920’s in Negro League baseball. Jocko  
Conlon who had seen him play in barnstorming games was quoted that  
Heavy could hit a ball out of any ball park in the country. He used his  
body weight to generate such power that he was reported to have once  
hit a pinch hit homerun with a fungo bat.  

 
Oscar is best remembered in the Negro Leagues for his 1923 season  
when he won the Negro National League Triple Crown with a .406  
batting average, 20 homeruns and 120 runs batted in. He also led the  
Negro National League in slugging average, hits, total bases and doubles  
during the 1923 season. 

Oscar Johnson         
Buffalo Soldier Baseball 

 
On December 30, 1913, Oscar added three years to his age and joined the military. After his 
enlistment in the military Oscar kept 1892 as his year of birth for the rest of his life. He was 
processed into the United States Army at Columbus Barracks in Ohio. Upon his enlistment,  
Oscar was assigned to the 25th Infantry Regiment. 
  
The 25th Infantry Regiment was comprised wholly of African American soldiers. The 25th 
Regiment was one of four all-black regiments in the Unites States Army (25th Infantry, 24th 
Infantry, 9th Calvary and 10th Calvary). These units are more widely known as the “Buffalo 
Soldiers.” Over the years the Buffalo Soldiers were an internal part of the United States Army 
and distinguished themselves on the field of battle everywhere they served. The Buffalo Soldiers 
served in the United States, Hawaii, Cuba, Philippines and Mexico. 
 
The 25th Infantry Regiment baseball team was known as the “Wreckers.” Upon the request of 
Colonel Andrew S. Burt, the Wreckers baseball team was formed in 1894 by Master Sergeant 
Dalbert P. Green in Missoula, Montana. Colonel Burt believed the baseball team would improve 
morale and relieve boredom on the frontier. On January 15, 1913 the Buffalo Soldiers were 
transferred to Schofield Barracks in Hawaii. It was in Hawaii under the leadership of Green and 
behind the play of Wilber “Cap” Rogan (later to be known in the Negro Leagues as “Bullet Joe”) 
that the Wreckers developed their dominating style of play. The Wreckers quickly became a 
dominant force in amateur and military baseball. The primary reasons they were so dominating 
was that they recruited and paid soldiers to play baseball. In an article that appeared in the 
Honolulu Commercial Advertiser (July 18, 1915), Lt. Charles Wyman of the 25th Infantry 
Regiment was quoted as saying: “Certainly our ball players are professionals,” he says, “They 
received pay for playing.” This practice did cause problems according to the article in the 
Honolulu newspaper. Other teams stationed at Schofield Barracks wanted the Army to stop 
paying the Wreckers players and allowing them to be exempt from guard duty and fatigue duty. 
But the success of the Wreckers baseball team won out and they continued to receive pay and  
special privileges. They also continued to win ball games.  
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Buffalo Soldiers Baseball 
 

Newspaper Coverage of the Wreckers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Honolulu Commercial Advertiser (Head Line) 
July 18, 1915 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Travelers vs Wreckers 
      Box Score 
The Chicago Defender 
    March 18, 1916 

                          Portland vs Wreckers 
                    Box Score 

          The Chicago Defender 
           March 17, 1917 
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Before long their games were reported in black newspapers all over the country. The Wreckers 
played in the Post League (military league made up of three white teams and the 25th Infantry 
Regiment squad), the Honolulu City League (four team league that included the following teams: 
All Chinese, Asians, Portuguese and the Wreckers) and played against barnstorming Pacific 
Coast League teams and all star teams comprised of Major and Minor League players. They took 
on all who challenged them and were the undisputed champions of Hawaiian baseball for five 
straight years from 1914 to 1918. 
 
In 1914 Oscar was transferred to the Schofield Barracks on the island of Oahu, Hawaii. Upon his 
arrival in Hawaii he was recruited to join the Wreckers and quickly became the team’s starting 
catcher. During his career as a Buffalo Soldier, Oscar also participated on their track team.  
 
With such players as Wilber “Cap” Rogan, Walter “Dobie” Moore, Bob Fagan, Lemuel Hawkins, 
Hurley McNair, William “Big C” Johnson and Oscar “Heavy” Johnson in the lineup, the 
Wreckers dominated baseball in Hawaii. William Mc Neil in his book Black Baseball Out of 
Season reports that the Wreckers had a record of 20 wins and only 1 loss for the 1914 baseball 
season. The team’s only loss was to a team made up of Major League and Pacific Coast League 
all stars. 
 
Wreckers’ games were an event to be seen. In 1915 when the Wreckers met the 1st Infantry (white 
team) for the Post League Championship it was reported that over 7,000 soldiers and fans 
attended the game played at Schofield Barracks. As usual, the Wreckers proved victorious. They 
won the game and the league championship behind an Oscar Johnson homerun. It was when he 
played for the Wreckers that Johnson became known for his massive homeruns. In a newspaper 
article reported by the Indianapolis Freeman they described a “Heavy” Johnson homerun as 
follows: “he hurtled around the diamond, sat down, fanned himself and had drunk a bottle of soda 
water before the ball had been found and thrown to home plate.” 
 
One of the highlights of the 1916 season as reported by the Chicago Defender was a 7-2 victory 
over a team by the name of the Travelers.  
 
As usual, the Wreckers won the Post League and Honolulu City League championships in 1917. 
At the end of their regular season the Wreckers hosted the Portland Beavers of the Pacific Coast 
League for two games (one in February and the other in March). The Beavers were a very strong 
team with seven former and future Major League players. The Wreckers won both games. They 
won the first game by a score of 3-0 as “Cap” Rogan pitched a two hitter and struck out 13 
batters. The rematch was also won by the Wreckers this time by a score of 4-1 with Rogan  
picking up the victory in this contest also. In another game during 1917, this time against the 
Olympic baseball club out of California, Oscar is reported to have won the game with a dramatic 
ninth inning homerun. 
   
The last official game played by the  
Wreckers in Hawaii was against the  
Ninth Field Artillery. Behind an  
eighteen hit attack the Wreckers beat  
the Ninth Field Artillery team by a  
score of 12-1. Stars of the game  
included “Cap” Rogan (four hits that  
included a homerun and two triples),  
“Heavy” Johnson (double and homerun),  
Bob Fagan (three singles) and Chief      
Waterhouse (pitched a three hit – one  
run game).   
 
 
                          Wreckers vs 9th Field Artillery 
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Wreckers in St. Louis - Newspaper Articles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  St. Louis Globe-Democrat                       St. Louis Globe-Democrat 
  June 1920                                         June 29, 1920 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 St. Louis-Globe Democrat 
                     June 23, 1920 
 
          Boston Globe 
           July 4, 1920 
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In 1918 the 25th Infantry Regiment was transferred to Camp Stephen Little in Nogales, Arizona 
on the Arizona-Mexico border. The Wreckers took with them their dominating style of baseball 
to the Southwest. With World War I over and conflicts on the Mexican border limited, the 
Wreckers had more time to play baseball and run track.  
 
According to the Ohio Soldiers, Sailors and Marines World War I service records, Oscar was 
discharged from the military as a Private 1st Class with an Honorable Discharge on March 30, 
1919. It is unclear as to Johnson’s whereabouts until he reenlisted in the Army in January of 
1920. When he reenlisted, Oscar went back to his Buffalo Soldiers unit at Camp Stephen D. Little 
in Arizona where he appears on the United States Census Record of 1920. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ohio Soldiers, Sailors and Marines World War I 
Military Service Records 

 
In early 1920, Oscar Johnson and soldiers from several other Buffalo Soldier units were stationed 
at Jefferson Barracks in St. Louis, Missouri to participate in the Army Championship Games 
which were held there in conjunction with the United States Olympic Trials. The Army athletes 
were competing for spots at the upcoming Olympic Trials which were to be held in Cambridge 
(Massachusetts) in July. The event was of major importance in the sports world and was covered 
by newspapers all over the country. Oscar competed in the 56-pound weight throw as a member 
of the Southern Department team. The games were held in late June and early July. Some of the 
events were held at Giants Park and benefited People’s Hospital (only “colored” hospital in  
St. Louis). The finals of the Army Championship Games were held at Washington University  
(St. Louis) on July 2, 3 and 5th.Oscar came in fourth place in his event and his team easily won 
the track meet.  

 
While in St. Louis, the Buffalo Soldiers played several games against local competition. They 
also played a game against the St. Louis Giants on June 28th and beat the Negro National League 
team by a score of 4-1. A June 25th article in the St. Louis Argus promotes the game as the 
“United States Army Champions” versus the St. Louis Giants. The Argus article says the Army 
team was “the strongest combination of colored stars in the country.” The article also references 
that the military athletes were in St. Louis to compete in the military games. Some of the Buffalo 
soldiers who played in this game included Dorsey Battles, Carl Glass, Moses Herring, Oscar 
Johnson, Branch Russell and Stewart (first name unknown). The most unique element of this 
exhibition game was that the Buffalo Soldiers team had a “white” pitcher. According to the  
St. Louis Argus, the brother of Major League pitcher Hod Eller pitched the “colored” team to a  
4-1 victory over the Giants.  
 
During his stay in St. Louis Oscar was signed by the St. Louis Giants of the Negro National 
League and played at least three games with the Giants before returning to his Buffalo Soldiers 
unit. The signing of Johnson, Moses Herring and Stewart was covered by the St. Louis Argus in a 
story that appeared in their newspaper on July 2, 1920. According to the story, Charlie Mills 
(owner of the Giants) had signed Johnson, Herring and Stewart. The story also said that the 
players would be mustered out of the service in St. Louis. The first game that Oscar played for the 
St. Louis Giants was on June 24th against the Cuban Stars. Both Herring and Johnson can be 
found in the box score for this game. Herring was the star of the game when he scored the 
winning run to give the Giants a 3-2 victory over the Cubans. 
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Johnson with the St. Louis Giants - Newspaper Articles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Louis Giants Defeat Cuban Stars 
                St. Louis Argus 
                  June 25, 1920 
 
 
 
                              Johnson Joins the Giants 
                      St. Louis Argus 
                          July 2, 1920 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Louis Giants Defeat Cuban Stars                         Johnson Kept out of Giants Game by Army 
        St. Louis Globe-Democrat                     St. Louis Argus 
               July 6, 1920                         July 9, 1920 
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The second game that Oscar played for the  
Giants was played on July 4th and was against  
the Kansas City Monarchs. One unique aspect  
of this game was that the Monarchs team  
included three former Buffalo Soldiers: Hurley  
Mc Nair, Dobie Moore and Bullet Joe Rogan.  
The third game was the next day on July 5th against  
the Cuban Stars. In this game Johnson collected two  
hits and helped power the Giants to a 10-6 victory.  
On July 9th the St. Louis Argus reported that Johnson  
had been kept out of a game by the Army authorities.  
Evidently Johnson did not get himself properly  
discharged. Whatever the problem was it was not  
resolved and Oscar returned to his unit and went back  
to Camp Stephen D. Little. 
 
Johnson’s signing with the 1920 St. Louis Giants and  
these three games was also reported in a Chicago  
Defender story by Dave Wyatt that appeared in the  
newspaper on July 10, 1920. Wyatt’s coverage of this  
event includes the following excerpt:             
         

“Uncle Sam has just recently turned loose  
a whole flock of baseball players from its  
army of athletes; St. Louis grabbed three  
classy boys, one a catcher who is said to  
be the peer of them all.”                Monarchs vs Giants 

          July 4, 1920 
 

The three players that Wyatt refers to are Moses Herring, 
Stewart (first name unknown) and Oscar “Heavy” 
Johnson. Oscar’s playing with the Giants was also 
confirmed by a story that appeared in the St. Louis 
Argus (June 2, 1922) promoting a game between the 
Kansas City Monarchs (featuring Oscar “Heavy” 
Johnson) and the St. Louis Giants that marked the 
opening game of the 1922 Negro National League 
season. The Argus reporter wrote the following: 

 
“Johnson will be remembered as the husky soldier boy 
catcher who was with the Giants for a short time last 
year (he really meant 1920). He returned to the army and 
on his release he was picked up by the Monarchs.” 

 
Over the course of his military career, Johnson excelled 
on the ball field but was less than a model soldier. He is 
rumored to have spent as much time in the guardhouse 
as he did at his regular post. The ironic part of this is that 
the Colonel would always let him out to play in the 
baseball games and if he did well, he wouldn’t have to 
go back to the guardhouse until his next offense. Bullet 
Rogan has been quoted as saying he didn’t think that 
Oscar ever served a complete sentence in the 
guardhouse. 

 Oscar “Heavy” Johnson 
        Buffalo Soldier 



 8

Negro National League (1920) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dayton Marcos 
Negro National League (1920) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kansas City Monarchs 
Negro National League (1920) 
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Negro League Career 
 
From 1916 to 1922 the Wreckers team included sixteen players who would go on to play in the 
Negro National League when it was formed in 1920. The following six Wreckers signed with  
the Kansas City Monarchs in 1920: Bob Fagan, Lemuel Hawkins, Wilber Rogan, Hurley McNair, 
William Linder (Lightner) and Walter “Dobie” Moore. Oscar “Heavy” Johnson, Stewart (first 
name unknown), Moses L. Herring and Carl Glass signed  
with the St. Louis Giants. Oscar “Heavy” Johnson and Branch  
Russell would join the Kansas City Monarchs in 1922. William  
“Big C” Johnson signed with the Dayton Marcos and Andy Cooper  
went with the Detroit Stars. The trio of Fred Goliath, Ward (first  
name unknown) and White (first name unknown) played for the  
Chicago Giants.    
 
An unconfirmed story has it that after a game in 1919 between the  
Wreckers and an all star team headed up by Casey Stengel (star  
outfielder for the Pittsburgh Pirates and later Hall of Fame Manager  
for the New York Yankees), Stengel recommended several members  
of the 25th Regiment baseball team to J. L. Wilkinson who was  
forming a new Negro League team to be based in Kansas City.  
The Wreckers did play a series of games against Stengel’s K.C.  
All Stars, but no documentation has been uncovered to confirm that  
this event led to several of the Wreckers signing with Wilkinson. The  
Kansas City team was being formed by Wilkinson to play in the  
inaugural season of the Negro National League. Wilkinson recruited  
several members of the Wreckers to join the best players from his All  
Nations baseball team and several Cuban players (including legendary  
Jose Mendez) to form the Kansas City Monarchs. In order for the  
Buffalo Soldiers to play for the Monarchs, they first had to get out of  
the Army. Rumor has it that Dobie Moore and several other Wreckers  
each paid $ 150.00 to get out of the service. These players left the  
military during the summer of 1920 and joined the newly formed Kansas  
City Monarchs and other Negro National League teams the first part of  
July. 

 
Oscar received his second and final discharge from the military in 1922  
with the intent of joining the Kansas City Monarchs and playing in the  
Negro Leagues. It was during his first season with the Monarchs that  
Oscar transitioned from catcher to the outfield. The 1922 Kansas City  
Monarchs were anchored by a starting lineup that included five former  
Buffalo soldiers: Oscar “Heavy” Johnson (.451 with 13 homeruns) –  
outfield, Walter “Dobie” Moore (.406 with 17 homeruns and a slugging  
percentage of .636) – shortstop, Hurley McNair (.420) – outfield, Lemuel  
Hawkins (.298) – first base and Bullet Joe Rogan (.439 with 18 homeruns  
and 20-11 pitching record) – pitcher and outfield. (Note: the preceding  
statistics were compiled by Negro League researcher John Holway who  
combined both non-league and league games together.) According to  
research by John Holway the top four hitters in the Negro National League  
for the 1922 season were all from the Kansas City Monarchs: Oscar  
“Heavy” Johnson (.451), Bullet Rogan (.439), Hurley McNair (.420) and  
Dobie Moore (.406). The Monarchs’ pitching staff was anchored by Bullet  
Rogan (20-11), Rube Currie (19-11), Sam Crawford (11-6) and Big Bill  
Drake (10-0). Somehow even with this great hitting and pitching, the  
Monarchs only managed a record of 46-33 and tied the Indianapolis  
ABCs for second place in the Negro National League behind the Chicago  
American Giants (36-23). 
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Kansas City Monarchs (1922) 

(Johnson – middle row first on left) 
 
Oscar had a great season in 1922 as he ended up as the Negro National League’s leading hitter. In 
“league” games only, Oscar hit .389 and won the Negro National League batting title in his 
rookie season. He also had a slugging percentage of .644 for the season. 
  

After the conclusion of the regular 1922 Negro National 
League season, the Monarchs challenged the Kansas 
City Blues of the American Association to a rematch to 
avenge their series loss from the year before. This time 
the Monarchs defeated the Blues by winning five of six 
games. Oscar was the batting star of the series with a 
.368 batting average, had a .842 slugging percentage and 
hit three homeruns. The Monarchs were declared “The 
New City Champions” by the Kansas City Star 
newspaper.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Monarchs vs Blues 
 Kansas City Call 
 September 27, 1922 
 
 
After defeating the Blues, the Monarchs took on  
the Babe Ruth All Stars in Kansas City. Oscar led  
the team to a decisive 10-5 victory. He had two hits  
in four times at bat (double off of Babe Ruth and a  
homerun off of Jack Quinn).  

Babe Ruth All Stars vs Monarchs 
                   Kansas City Call 
                       October 20, 1922 



 11

 
In 1923, Johnson picked up where he had left off the season before. The 1923 season would also 
be the Monarch’s first season in newly-built Muehlebach Stadium and the start of the Monarchs 
dominance of the Negro National League. Over the next four seasons the Monarchs won Negro 
National League championships each year. Oscar had the distinction of hitting the first homerun 
in Muehlebach Stadium when he connected in the first inning off of Jack Marshall of the Chicago 
American Giants on July 31, 1923. The Monarchs were led offensively by the hitting of Oscar 
“Heavy” Johnson (.406 with 20 homeruns), Dobie Moore (.365) and Bullet Rogan (.355). Rube 
Currie (23-11), Bullet Rogan (20-19), Jose Mendez (15-6) and Big Bill Drake (15-9) all turned in 
outstanding pitching performances for the season.  
 
Oscar had the best year of his professional baseball career in 1923. He won the batting Triple 
Crown for the 1923 Negro National League season with a .406 batting average, 20 homeruns and 
120 runs batted in. Johnson also led the league in hits (152), total bases (270), runs scored (91), 
doubles (32) and slugging percentage (.722). He also finished second in on base percentage 
(.471), second in triples (13), fifth in walks (38) and fifth in stolen bases (17). 
 
Oscar’s complete hitting totals for the 1923 season are as follows: 

 
Games   AB Runs Hits 2B 3B HR RBI     SB      BA     SLG 

              
     98          374    91 152 32 13 20 120       17      .406  .722 
 
Kansas City finished the regular Negro National League season with a 57-33 (.633) record to win 
their first Negro National League championship. Including non-league games, the Monarchs 
played 100 games in 1923 and finished the year with a record of 62-38 (.620). 
 
Oscar was back in Kansas City in 1924 for his third straight season with the Monarchs. He had 
another outstanding year at the plate, hitting .374. Other Monarchs hitters who had an outstanding 
year included: Walter “Dobie” Moore (.453), Bullet Rogan (.409), Newt Joseph (.361) and 
Hurley McNair (.346). Bullet Rogan (17-5), Big Bill Drake (11-9) and William Bell (10-2) were 
the Monarchs’ top pitchers. Behind his offensive and defensive play, Oscar helped lead the 
Monarchs to their second straight Negro National League championship with a record of 55-22 
(.714).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kansas City Monarchs (1924) 
 (Johnson – second from right) 
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After the 1924 regular season, the Monarchs faced the Hilldale club of Philadelphia from the 
Eastern Colored League (ECL) in the first Colored World Series. The series pitted two of the 
greatest teams in Negro League baseball history against each other. The series was a major 
sporting event and was heavily covered by both the black and white newspapers. The black press 
labeled the Hilldale club of Philadelphia as the favorite to win the series. Both teams, however, 
fielded a star studded line-up. The Monarchs were best known for their hitting with the middle 
five of their order: Dobie Moore (.356), New Joseph (.361), Hurley McNair (.346) Heavy 
Johnson (.374) and Bullet Joe Rogan (.409) all hitting over .345 for the Negro National League 
season. The Kansas City hitters faced one of the best pitching staffs of the 1920’s. Hilldale had 
the following pitchers on their 1924 Colored World Series roster: Jesse “Nip” Winters (27-4), 
Phil Cockrell (15-2), Merven “Red” Ryan (12-7), Hosley “Scrip” Lee and Rube Currie. The 
official starting line-ups for the first 1924 Colored World Series was as follows: 
 
  Kansas City Monarchs    Hilldale 
 
 Mgr Jose Mendez    Mgr Frank Warfield 
 1B Lemuel “Lem” Hawkins   1B Tom Allen 
 2B Newt Allen    2B Frank Warfield 
 SS Walter “Dobie” Moore   SS William “Judy” Johnson 
 3B Walter “Newt” Joseph   3B Raleigh “Biz” Mackey 
 C Frank Duncan    C Louis “Big Bertha” Santop 
 RF Oscar “Heavy” Johnson   RF Otto Briggs 
 CF Hurley McNair    CF George W. Johnson 
 LF George Sweatt    LF Clint “Hawk” Thomas 
 P Wilber “Bullet Joe” Rogan   P Phil Cockrell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kansas City Monarchs (Negro National League Champions) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hilldale (Eastern Colored League Champions) 
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One of the highlights of the series for Oscar came defensively. Though not known for defensive 
ability, he caught a long fly ball by George Johnson that had extra bases written all over it, 
wheeled and threw to third base to double up George Carr. In the tenth and final game of the 
series, Oscar broke a 0-0 pitching dual between Jose Mendez (Kansas City) and Scrip Lee 
(Hilldale) in the eighth inning when he doubled home Dobie Moore for what would prove to be 
the winning run. With the victory, the Kansas City Monarchs were crowned the first Negro 
League World Series champion. The Monarchs had defeated Hilldale with five wins to four 
losses and one tie.  
 
In 1925 Oscar was recruited to play for the Baltimore Black Sox of the Eastern Colored League 
(ECL). Johnson joined Negro League stars John Beckwith, Jud Wilson and Crush Holloway to 
form a formidable hitting line-up. Also playing for the Black Sox in his final season of 
professional baseball was National Baseball Hall of Famer, Pete Hill. Oscar had a good season at 
the plate, finishing third on the team in batting behind Jud Wilson (.419) and John Beckwith 
(.406) with a .352 batting average The Black Sox as a team also had a good season finishing with 
a 61-29 (.685) record for second place in the Eastern Colored League just behind the Hilldale 
club of Philadelphia who won the league title with a 65-26 (.714) record. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christopher “Crush” Holloway, Jud Wilson, Oscar “Heavy” Johnson and John Beckwith 
Baltimore Black Sox (1925) 

Eastern Colored League  
 

Johnson played the 1926 Eastern Colored League (ECL) season for the Baltimore Black Sox. 
Oscar hit .346 (third place just 5 points behind league leader Jud Wilson for the ECL batting title) 
with eight homeruns for the Black Sox. Unfortunately for Baltimore, other than Jud Wilson (.351) 
and Heavy Johnson, the Black Sox were left with a weak hitting lineup. Baltimore finished with a 
dismal 23-36 record for sixth place in the Eastern Colored League. 
  
At the start of the 1927 Eastern Colored League season, Oscar moved to the Harrisburg Giants to 
join his old team mate John Beckwith who was now the Giants manager. The Giants had a  
strong line-up with John Beckwith (.362), Rev Canady (.321), Oscar Charleston (.342), Rap 
Dixon (.375) and Fats Jenkins (.413). 
 
By most standards, Oscar had a good year in 1927 with a .336 batting average, but it was a down 
year by his standard. Harrisburg finished the season in third place in the Eastern Colored League 
with a 45-31 (.523) record behind the Atlantic City Bacharach Giants (64-39) and the Baltimore 
Black Sox (36-30). 
 
There appears to be a significant discrepancy in Oscar’s 1927 hitting statistics. Negro League 
researcher John Holway has Johnson hitting .336 for the season while James Riley and the                            
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MacMillan Baseball Encyclopedia both reported that he hit .316 for the year. However, research 
presented by Case Western University reports that in an injury shortened season of 88 games,                  
Heavy hit .364 with 42 homeruns. Obviously further research needs to be done to look at all the 
individual games that these researchers analyzed to get a better idea of what kind of year Oscar 
really had.  
 
The Cleveland Tigers made their debut in the Negro National League in 1928. M.C. Barkin, 
owner of the Tigers, planned to lure several high-profile players to Cleveland before the start of 
the season. Barkin hoped to bring player/manager Oscar Charleston to the Tigers, but the 
Harrisburg Giants offered Charleston a better contract. Barkin was able to sign one star player as 
he out bid five other teams for the services of Oscar “Heavy” Johnson. Barkin was convinced that 
Johnson could break Babe Ruth’s homerun record and would increase attendance figures at Luna 
Park where the Tigers played their home games. Unfortunately for the Tigers, Heavy hit a mere 
.279 for his time with the Tigers and they were consistent losers during the first half of the Negro 
National League season. Before the season ended, Johnson was dealt to the Memphis Red Sox 
where he finished out the season with a .331 batting average. 
 
It is unclear as to if or where Johnson played in 1929. Oscar did play the 1930 and 1931 seasons 
with the Memphis Red Sox. He finished his career in 1932 dividing his time between the 
Harrisburg Giants and Newark Browns (East West League). 
 
After leaving Newark in 1932, Oscar evidently spent the next several years playing for lower 
level teams. Unconfirmed reports have him playing with the Dayton Marcos, Harrisburg Giants 
and Louisville. The last team for which our research can confirm Oscar playing for was the 
Detroit Cubs in 1935.  
 

California Winter League 
 

Like most other Negro League players, Oscar played professional baseball after the regular Negro 
League season was over. There is a saying in Negro League baseball “that the sun is always 
shining somewhere.” This phrase meant that somewhere in North America or Latin America 
professional baseball was being played twelve months out of the year. In 1922 Oscar and several 
other Negro League National stars players including: Rube Currie, Biz Mackey, Jose Mendez and 
others were recruited by Doc Anderson and Joe Pirrone to come to California to play winter 
league baseball. Pirrone’s idea was to have one black team in their league to raise the level of 
competition and increase attendance at the gate with more black fans. 
 
Oscar joined the Los Angeles White Sox to play the 1922-23 California Winter League season. 
Also playing on the White Sox during the 1922-23 season were fellow Kansas City Monarchs 
players: George “Tank” Carr, Rube Currie, Bob Fagan, Lem Hawkins and Jose Mendez. The 
White Sox were managed by Doc Anderson. Batting in the clean-up position, Johnson had an 
outstanding season with the White Sox as he beat out fellow teammate Biz Mackey to win the 
California Winter League Batting Championship with a .340 batting average. According to the  
Los Angeles Times, the White Sox were the official winner of the California Winter League  
of the 1922-23 season. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                 Los Angeles White Sox  
                                                                                                                                                          vs  Pirrone’s All Stars 

                                                 California Winter League  
                                             (1922-23) 
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Cuban Winter League 
 

Before the 1923-24 Cuban Winter League season began, Emilio de Armas and Abel Linares 
(team owners of the Santa Clara Leopards) traveled to the United States to assemble a team of 
Negro League players to bring to Cuba to help them win a Cuban League championship. De 
Armas and Linares were successful in signing some of the best Negro League players of the day. 
Their Leopards team included: Oscar Charleston, Alejandro Oms, Dobie Moore, Oliver Marcelle, 
Oscar “Heavy” Johnson, Rube Currie, Dave Brown and several other standout players. Latin 
great, Tinti Molina, was named as the manager of the team. 
 

1923-24 Santa Clara Leopards (Starting Line-up) 
 

Eddie Douglas   (1B) .322  Dave Brown        Pitcher 7-3 
Oscar “Heavy” Johnson (1B) .345  Rube Currie       Pitcher 8-2 
Frank “Weasel” Warfield (2B) .296  Bill Holland       Pitcher          10-2 
Walter “Dobie” Moore (SS) .386  Jose Mendez       Pitcher 3-1 
Oliver “Ghost” Marcelle (3B) .393  Merven “Red” Ryan  Pitcher 5-0 
Frank Duncan  (C) .336 
Julio Rojo  (C) .320 
Oscar Charleston  (OF) .375 
Pablo “Champion” Mesa (OF) .328 
Alejandro Oms  (OF) .381 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Santa Clara Leopards  
Cuban League Champions (1923-24) 

 
(Top row: Oscar Charleston, Julio Rios, Walter “Dobie” Moore and Oliver “Ghost” Marcelle.  Middle row: Tinti 
Molina (manager) Bottom row: Oscar “Heavy”” Johnson, Bill Holland, Pablo “Champion” Mesa and Alejandro Oms) 
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This group of Negro League players combined for a team  
batting average of .349 for the entire season. Five of these  
players - Oscar Charleston (.534), Alejandro Oms (.532),  
Dobie Moore (.516), Oliver Marcelle (.511) and Oscar  
Johnson (.509) - had season slugging averages above .500.  
The 1923-24 Santa Clara Leopards set the all-time Cuban  
League team batting record for a single season with a .331  
team batting average.  
 
For some unknown reason, Oscar left the team and returned to  
the United States before the end of the season. 
 
Behind the hitting and pitching of these Negro League stars,  
the Leopards easily won the 1923-24 Cuban League season  
championship with a 36-11 record. The Leopards finished 11 ½  
games ahead of the Habana Leones who finished in second place. 
This feat is even more remarkable when you take into consideration  
that the Cuban Winter League season was only 48 games (Santa  
Clara tied one game). The 1923-24 Santa Clara Leopards are  
generally considered the best team to ever play in the Cuban League  
and one of the best all time teams in professional baseball.                Oscar Charleston 

               Santa Clara  
 
Johnson’s partial season with Santa Clara in the Cuban Winter League appears to be the last 
season Oscar played winter baseball during his professional baseball career. This is strange 
because after the 1922 regular Negro National League season, he played post season 
barnstorming and exhibition games with the Kansas City Monarchs before going to Los Angeles 
to play in the California Winter League for the 1922-23 winter league season. The next year he 
went to Cuba for the 1923-24 winter league season. What he did during the off season and why 
he appears to never have played winter baseball after the 1923-24 off season still remains a 
mystery today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Oliver “Ghost” Marcelle     Walter “Dobie” Moore 

                       Santa Clara              Santa Clara 
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Assessing Johnson’s Career 
 

• Oscar lost six to eight of potentially his most productive baseball years serving in the 
military with the Buffalo Soldiers. 

 
• Over the course of his Negro League career he finished with a .350 career batting 

average. All Negro League researchers agree that Oscar “Heavy” Johnson was an 
outstanding hitter. The following chart details his batting average according to 
leading Negro League researchers. 

 
 
 Year 
 

 
Larry Lester and 
Dick Clark 

 
John Holway 

    
James Riley 

  
MacMillan   
    Baseball      
Encyclopedia 

1922       .408 .451 .389  .389 
1923       .406 .367 .380  .380 
1924       .361 .374 .411  .411 
1925       .341 .352 .345  .345 
1926       .359 .346 .337  .337 
1927       .312 .336 .316  .316 
1928       .345 .279/.331 .315  .315 
1930           -     -    -  .353 
Career Total       .369 .350 .337  .363 
 
* The discrepancies in the above batting averages can be found in the fact that some researchers only track “league” games and the 
number of games found by each researcher varies. 
   

• In addition when you look at his winter league batting totals they were also 
outstanding. Oscar hit .340 and won the California Winter League Batting 
Championship for the 1922-23 season. He also hit .345 in his one season in Cuba. 

 
• Helped lead the Kansas City Monarchs to Negro National League titles in 1923 and 

1924. He also helped the Monarchs win Colored World Series championship in 1924. 
 

• In short, Oscar “Heavy” Johnson hit for a solid .350 batting average and .500 plus 
slugging percentage everywhere he played.  

 
 

Passing of a Legend 
 

Johnson’s whereabouts after his professional  
baseball career was over is still a mystery. He  
was living in Cleveland, Ohio in 1942 where  
he filled out a World War II Draft Card. On the  
draft card he lists his employer as the Chester  
Garage Company. After he left baseball it  
appears that Oscar led a quiet life far from the  
limelight that he had experienced as a Negro  
League baseball star. A search of the Ohio 
Deaths database seems to indicate that Oscar  
“Heavy” Johnson passed away on October 9,  
1960 in Cleveland, Ohio.                                                                        

 

World War II Draft Card (1942) 
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Playing Career 
 
Regular Season: 
 
Year  Team     League 
 
1915-1920 25th Infantry Regiment Wreckers Military Baseball 
1920  St. Louis Giants    Negro National League 
1920-1921 25th Infantry Regiment Wreckers Military Baseball 
1922-1924 Kansas City Monarchs   Negro National League 
1925-1926 Baltimore Black Sox   Eastern Colored League 
1927  Harrisburg Giants   Eastern Colored League 
1928  Cleveland Tigers   Negro National League 
1928  Memphis Red Sox   Negro National League 
1930  Memphis Red Sox   Negro National League 
1931  Louisville White Sox   Negro National League 
1931   Memphis Red Sox   Negro Southern League 
1931   Dayton Marcos    Independent 
1932  Harrisburg Giants   Independent 
1932   Newark Browns    East West League 
1935  Detroit Cubs    Independent 
 
Winter Leagues: 
 
1921  Kansas City Monarchs   Exhibition Series vs Carl Mays All Stars 
1922   Kansas City Monarchs   Barnstorming Tour & Exhibition Games  
1922  Kansas City Monarchs   Exhibition Series vs Kansas City Blues 
1922   Kansas City Monarchs   Series vs Babe Ruth’s All Stars 
1922-23 Los Angeles White Sox   California Winter League 
1923-24 Santa Clara Leopards   Cuban Winter League 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Oscar “Heavy” Johnson, James “Bobo” Leonard and Christopher “Crush” Holloway 
Baltimore Black Sox (1925) 

Eastern Colored League 
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Career Statistics – Hitting (Military-Buffalo Soldiers) 
 
Year Team     Games   AB Runs Hits 2B 3B HR RBI     SB      BA     SLG 
 
1915          Wreckers            2          9             2   6   -  -    1    -         0      .667    - 
1916 Wreckers            1      4     1   2   -  -    -    -         1       .500    - 
1917 Wreckers            2      7     2   3   1  -    1    -         0      .429    - 
1920 Wreckers              1          4     -               1   -  -    -    -         -        .250    - 
 
Total              6        24     5             12                1              -    2                -          1      .500    - 
 

Career Statistics – Hitting (Negro League) 
 
Year Team     Games   AB Runs Hits 2B 3B HR RBI     SB      BA     SLG 
 
1920 St. Louis             2        8             -     2   0   1   0                 -           -       .250 .500 
1922  Kansas City         70      245            46 100 21 11 13   72       10       .408 .743 
1923        Kansas City      98      374    91 152 32 13 20 120       18       .406  .722 
1924 Kansas City         81    299    62 108 22   7   5   66         2       .361     .532 
1925 Baltimore           57    211    34   72 15   3   8   49         3       .341 .555 
1926  Baltimore           42    142    17   51   4   3   5   39       10       .359 .535 
1927  Harrisburg           44    141    23   44   6   3   4   17         2       .312 .482 
1928  Cleveland           72       261    39   90 15   5   3   17         1       .345 .475  
 Memphis 
 

Total                 464     1673  312 617          115 45 58 380       46       .369 .595 
 

Career Statistics – Hitting (Negro League World Series) 
 
Year Team     Games   AB Runs Hits 2B 3B HR RBI     SB      BA     SLG 
 
1924 Kansas City        9     27     -     8    3 -   -    -          -       .296      .410  
 

Career Statistics – Hitting (Exhibition Games vs Major Leaguers) 
 
1921 Kansas City          1     4              -                 2              1               0 0     -        -        .500      .750 
1922 Kansas City          1     4   -   2 1 0 1     -        -      .500    1.500 
 
Total                               2     8              -                 4              2                0                1                    -        -        .500    1.125 
 

Career Statistics – Hitting (California Winter League) 
 
Year Team     Games   AB Runs Hits 2B 3B HR RBI     SB      BA     SLG 
 
1922-23 Los Angeles        11       47             -   16   2   1   1                -          -        .340 .490 

 
Career Statistics – Hitting (Cuban Winter League) 

 
Year Team     Games   AB Runs Hits 2B 3B HR RBI     SB      BA     SLG 
 
1923-24 Santa Clara           -    55   10   19   4   1   1    -          -      .345 .509 

 
 

Career Hitting Statistics (Totals) 
 

    Games   AB Runs Hits 2B           3B            HR             RBI     SB         BA     SLG 
  
Military             6          24      5             12               1               -   2                -           1       .500    - 
Negro Leagues        464      1673  312 617           115 45 58 380       46       .369   .595 
World Series            9      27    -     8    3   -   -    -          -        .296       .410  
Exhibition Games            2        8            -                  4              2                0                1                 -          -        .500     1.125    
California Winter League    11          47            -   16    2   1   1                 -          -        .340   .490 
Cuba            -            55    10   19    4   1   1    -          -       .345   .509 
 
Total         492      1834          327           676           127 47 63 380       47       .369   .592 
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Batting and League Leader Hitting Titles 
 
Category  Year  League            Number  
 
Batting Average 1922  Negro National League   .408  
   1922-23 California Winter League  .340 
   1923  Negro National League    .406 
 
Slugging Percentage 1923  Negro National League   .722 
 
Base Hits  1923  Negro National League   152 
 
Total Bases  1923  Negro National League   270 
 
Runs Scored  1923  Negro National League     91 
 
Doubles  1923  Negro National League     32 
 
Triples   1927  Eastern Colored League     10 
 
Homeruns  1923  Negro National League     20 
 
Runs Batted In (RBI) 1923  Negro National League   120 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Santa Clara Leopards (Cuba) 1923-24 
(Johnson – second row second from left)  
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Selected Career Highlights 
 

• Finished his Negro League career with a .369 batting average. 
 
• Won three “league” batting titles: 1922 and 1924 (Negro National League) and  

                    1922-23 (California Winter League). 
 

• Hit over .400 in the back to back seasons of 1922 (.408) and 1923 (.406) in “league” 
games in the Negro National League. 

 
• Led the Los Angeles White Sox to a California Winter League championship during 

the 1922-23 season. 
 
• Won the Negro National League Batting Triple Crown in 1923 with: .406 batting 

average, 20 homeruns and 120 runs batted in. He also led the Negro National League 
in slugging percentage (.722) hits (152), total bases (270) and doubles (32) during the 
1923 season. 

 
• Led the Negro National League in eight offensive categories during the 1923 Negro 

National League season. He also finished a close second in two others. 
 

• Helped lead the Kansas City Monarchs to Negro National League titles in 1923 and 
1924. 

 
• Member of the 1923-24 Santa Clara Leopards who won the Cuban Winter League 

title for the 1923-24 season. Johnson played first base and hit .345 with a .509 
slugging percentage. The 1923-24 Santa Clara team is considered one of the best 
teams in professional baseball history. 

 
• In 1924 helped lead the Kansas City Monarchs to the first ever Colored World 

Championship. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hurley Mc Nair, Newt Joseph, Yellow Horse Morris, Oscar Johnson and Newt Allen 
Kansas City Monarchs (1924) 
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Detroit Cubs (1935) 
(Oscar – standing third from right) 


