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Who was Buck O’Neil ? 
 

Buck O’Neil has been the source of much discussion and controversy since he was considered for 
and failed to gain induction into the National Baseball Hall of Fame. From our perspective as 
Negro League researchers and historians, it is important to take the following into consideration 
when looking at Buck as a player, manager, coach, scout and sports personality. 

 
• Outstanding player. Buck was both an excellent hitter and an outstanding defensive 

player at first base during his Negro League career. Over the course of his Negro 
American League career, Buck had a career batting average of .303. The highlight of his 
hitting career was winning the Negro American League batting title in 1946 with a .350 
batting average for the season. Buck hit over .300 for nine different seasons. He is also 
considered by Negro League historians as a “Gold Glove style” fielder at first base. 

 
• Respect of his fellow players. Most importantly, Buck O’Neil had the respect of his 

fellow ball players. The following comments are from two of his playing contemporaries. 
 

Buck Leonard (Homestead Grays)  -  “ He would find the gap in the outfield and 
hit it there. He was one of the best ball players I have ever seen.” 

 
Jimmy Crutchfield (Pittsburgh Crawfords)  -  “ I respected Buck in the clutch. He 
was that type of hitter. You had to pitch very carefully to him. A smart, highly 
intelligent ball player. Also a good manager and I admired him for that. A 
hustling ball player.” 

 
• Exemplary manager. Buck O’Neil managed the Kansas City Monarchs from 1948 

through the 1955 season. He won or shared in six championships in the eight years he 
managed the Monarchs. Buck also had a 4-1 record in the five East-West All Star games 
in which he managed the West squad. Research has uncovered that Buck O’Neil had a 
won-loss record of 326-213 (.605) as a manager. It is important to note that there are still 
a significant number of games that Buck managed that still need to be documented. 
During his career with Kansas City, he managed at least 55 players who would be signed 
by Major League Baseball. Fifteen (15) of these players made it to the Big Leagues. 
 

• Remarkable scout. Buck started scouting for the Chicago Cubs in 1953 and continued to 
scout for them fulltime after his career in the Negro Leagues ended. Buck scouted for the 
Chicago Cubs from 1953 to 1988 and was a special assignment coach for the Kansas City 
Royals from 1989 to 1994. Over his career as a scout, he scouted and/or was responsible 
for the signing of Ernie Banks, Lou Brock, Lee Smith, Oscar Gamble and Joe Carter. 

 
• First African American coach in Major League baseball. In June of 1962 the Chicago 

Cubs made Buck O’Neil a fulltime coach with their Major League club. According to 
records form the Chicago Cubs and Major League Baseball, Buck O’Neil was considered 
a coach on the Major League roster of the Chicago Cubs from 1962 to 1965. 

 
• Ambassador of Negro League baseball. Buck O’Neil first gained national attention 

when he was featured in Ken Burns’ “baseball” documentary. Along with Negro League 
historian Larry Lester, he was also instrumental in the founding of the Negro Leagues 
Baseball Museum in Kansas City. Through his numerous speaking engagements, 
television appearance and personal appearances, John Jordan “Buck” O’Neil became 
the face and voice of Negro League baseball. No one person has done more to promote 
Negro League baseball than Buck O’Neil. 

 
In short, Buck loved the game of baseball; it was his life. He was once asked if he had any regrets 
about the time in which he was born because it excluded him from “white” organized ball. Buck’s 
response was very simple “I was born right on time.” That’s who Buck O’Neil was. 
 



John Jordan “Buck” O’Neil, Jr. was born on November 13, 1911 to John and Luella O’Neil in the 
coastal town of Carrabelle which is located in the Florida pan handle. He was the middle of three 
children. Fanny was his older sister and Warren (who also played Negro League baseball) was his 
younger brother. John O’Neil, Sr. worked in a local sawmill and played local sandlot baseball on 
the weekends. About 1920 the O’Neil family moved to Sarasota (FL), where his mother took a 
job as a cook working for Ida Ringling North who was the sister of John Ringling, owner of the 
Ringling Brothers Circus. Eventually the family opened their own restaurant in Sarasota. Buck 
learned to play baseball on the sandlots of Sarasota. 
 
Buck stood six feet two inches tall and weighed 190 pounds  
during his playing career. He batted from the right hand side  
of the plate and threw right handed. Buck O’Neil was a very  
good hitter throughout his career and had excellent defensive  
skills at first base. Over the course of his Negro League  
baseball career, he compiled a career batting average over 
 .300 and won a Negro American League batting title. Even  
though he only had average speed, he was a very smart base 
runner and always got more than his share of stolen bases.  
Buck also excelled as a manager. In 1948 he became the  
player-manager of the Kansas City Monarchs and managed  
the team through the 1955 season. Whether he was playing  
on the field or managing from the dugout, Buck O’Neil was  
always known for being very smart and knowledgeable. 
 
Even though he had an excellent playing and managing career  
in the Negro Leagues, Buck O’Neil is best remembered for  
what he did to promote the history of Negro League baseball.  
His charismatic charm, eloquence and grace brought “real”  
attention to the history of black baseball in America. Through  
his stories, he captured the hearts and imagination of the  
American public. He was truly the “Ambassador for Negro  
League Baseball.”  

 
                             Early Baseball Career 
 
The first organized team that Buck played for was the Sarasota  
Tigers. The team was owned and operated by Henry Winn who  
also owned the Colson Hotel in Sarasota. They were a semi-pro  
team that played locally on the weekends and would travel all  
over Florida playing baseball on a 60/40 basis, whereby the  
winning team got 60% of the gate and the losers got 40% after  
expenses. According to Buck when the team’s regular first  
baseman was unavailable to play, the Tigers’ coach visited his  
school and talked with his principal about him playing. This was              
in 1925. Once he played his first game for the Tigers, he never            John “Buck” O’Neil 
gave up the first base position and his spot in the starting lineup.            Kansas City Monarchs 
John played for the Sarasota Tigers through their 1927 season. 
 
In 1928 John’s father sent him to Jacksonville, Florida to attend Edward Waters College. The 
primary reason that John was sent off to school in Jacksonville was that Sarasota did not have a 
high school for blacks and Jacksonville was one of the four cities in Florida that could offer a 
high school education to African American children. While attending Edward Waters College, he 
played on the school’s baseball team that was coached by Ox Clemmons. Buck always said that 
Coach Clemmons was very instrumental in developing him as a baseball player and teaching him 
about life in general. According to Buck, he attended Edward Waters College for four years 
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(1928-1931) and played on the school’s baseball team each of those years. O’Neil also played on 
the Edward Waters College football team. 
 
Buck joined the Tampa Black Smokers at the start of the 1933 baseball season. After a short 
barnstorming trip to Georgia that lasted about thirty days, Buck left the Black Smokers and joined 
the Miami Giants. The Miami Giants were owned by two bootleggers by the names of Johnny 
Pierce and Buck O’Neal (no relation and different spelling of last name). The team was managed 
by former Negro League ball player Wayne Carr. The Giants boasted a strong line-up that 
included Oliver “The Ghost” Marcelle, Orville “Bill” Riggins and Richard Gee. Buck was paid 
$10 a week plus room and board during his first season with Miami. In his latter years, Buck was 
asked about his minuscule salary and his response was that it was a better job and paid more than 
picking celery in Florida. The Miami Giants started the 1933 season playing in Florida before 
they barnstormed north to Pennsylvania and New York. They continued playing baseball during 
the winter when they returned home to Florida.  
 

Buck returned to the Miami Giants to play the 1934 
baseball season. At the start of the season, the team left 
Miami in two old cars and headed north. They ended up 
in Harlem (NY) and stayed at the Woodside Hotel. 
Baseball in the East in the 1930’s was dominated by 
teams like the Homestead Grays, Pittsburgh Crawfords, 
Baltimore Black Sox and Bacharach Giants. The Miami 
Giants were considered a lower level team, but seemed 
to hold their own against the teams up North. Newspaper 
accounts have them with a 9-2 record early in the season. 
During their Northern barnstorming tour, the Miami 
Giants posted wins against the Baltimore Black  

The Syracuse Herald   Sox (2-0) and the Newark Dodgers (6-3). The  
    Syracuse, NY    Miami Giants barnstormed their way back to 
         09-05-34    southern Florida in October.  
 
Before the start of the 1935 season Wayne Carr and Orville “Bill” Riggins formed their own 
team. They named their team the New York Tigers and convinced Buck to play with them. To 
bolster their line-up they added Sylvester Snead and O’Neil’s good friend Doby Major. The 
major problem the New York Tigers were faced with in their first season was that the United 
States was in the height of the Great Depression. The New York Tigers left Sarasota at the start of 
the 1935 baseball season in two old seven passenger Cadillac cars and headed for Louisiana to 
start their season. One of their first stops was in Monroe (Louisiana). After playing several games 
in the area, they didn’t have enough money to pay the owner of the boarding house at which they 
were staying, so the landlady kept one of their cars as collateral. The team needed to get to 
Shreveport to play their next game, so all the players piled into the one car they had left and made 
the 120 mile trip to Shreveport. From Shreveport they went to Wichita Falls (Texas) where their 
car gave out on them. The New York Tigers were in Wichita Falls to play the Wichita Falls Black 
Spudders for the town’s June 19th celebration. The Tigers were now stranded in North Texas, 
several hundred miles away from home.  
 

Denver Post Tournament 
 
One of the highlights of the 1935 baseball season was the Denver Post Tournament that was 
played in Denver, Colorado. The prestigious tournament which was billed as the “Western World 
Series” brought together sixteen of the top semipro and independent teams in the country. Besides 
the prestige of winning the event there was a huge financial incentive. The House of David, 
winners of the 1934 Denver Post Tournament, took home $ 6,458.00 (which was a tremendous 
amount of money during those days) for their victory and the second place Kansas City Monarchs 
collected almost $ 5,000.00 for their efforts. 
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Before the start of the 1935 tournament, the owner of the Denver White Elephants approached 
Oliver Marcelle about recruiting Negro League players for his team and the Joe Alpert Clothiers 
team. Marcelle recruited six players beside himself to play for the Denver White Elephants and 
made a deal with the owner of the Joe Alpert Clothiers team for the New York Tigers to play as 
the Clothiers during the tournament. The only problem for the New York Tigers was how to get 
to Denver with no transportation. Several of the older Tigers caught a ride to Denver with a group 
of players who were going to Denver to play in the tournament and the rest of the team rode the 
rails to Denver. This journey left a lasting impression on him. In his later years, Buck talked 
about riding in freight cars, eating in hobo camps and being shot at by rail road cops. 
 
Playing as the Joe Clothiers, Buck O’Neil and his teammates could only manage a 13th place 
finish. United Fuel from Denver won the tournament and the Denver White Elephants finished in 
5th place. 
 

National Baseball Congress (NBC) Tournament 
 

When Buck and his teammates left Denver, they joined up with the Texas Black Spiders from 
Mineola (Texas) and headed to the National Baseball Congress (NBC) Tournament in Wichita 
(Kansas). The Tigers once again changed names and became the Denver White Elephants for the 
NBC Tournament. The Texas Black Spiders played as the Texas Centennials in Wichita. 
 
The 1935 National Baseball Congress Tournament was set up for the black teams to eliminate 
each other. In round one of the tournament Bismarck (with Satchel Paige) played the Monroe 
Monarchs and the Memphis Red Sox faced off against the San Angelo Black Sheepherders. The 
Denver White Elephants played the New Orleans Holy Name and won the game by a score of  
13-7. Buck went 2 for 6 with a run scored and a run batted in against New Orleans. The Denver 
White Elephants were eliminated on August 24th when they were soundly beaten by the 
Cleveland Cloths by a score of 17-1. Buck O’Neil and each of his teammates received $25.00 for 
their efforts. After the tournament, O’Neil’s team once again became the New York Tigers and 
their plan was to play their way back to Florida. They were scheduled to play a game in Goodland 
(Kansas), but it was cancelled because of a snow storm. Broke and hundreds of miles away from 
home, the Tigers disbanded and all the players went their separate ways. O’Neil and his buddy 
Doby Major were both broke and stranded several hundred miles from home. Buck contacted his 
father who sent him just enough money (nothing extra for food or other expenses) for a train 
ticket back to Florida. When Buck O’Neil arrived back home he was broke, hungry, discouraged, 
tired and vowed to his mother that his days as a professional baseball player were over. 

 
O’ Neil Returns to Barnstorming Baseball 

 
Before the start of the 1936 baseball season, Buck received a letter from Winfield Welch offering 
him a contract to play for the Shreveport Acme Giants. Welch had a very strong relationship with 
the Kansas City Monarchs and his Acme Giants served as the Monarchs unofficial farm club. 
Welch’s offer made Buck reevaluate his position on giving up baseball because Welch’s Acme 
Giants were a well established team and they offered him a contract paying him $ 30 per month.  
 

The Acme Giants conducted spring training in Shreveport with 
the Kansas City Monarchs. After a short spring training, the 
Acme Giants barnstormed to Dunseith, North Dakota. Welch’s 
plan was to base the team out of Dunseith and play an 
independent schedule throughout the Dakotas and Western 
Canada. During their 1936 barnstorming season in the Northwest 
United States and Western Canada, the Acme Giants were 
generally referred to as the Dunseith Acme Giants. 

 
 
Winnipeg Free Press 
        06-09-36 
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In September of 1936 the Acme Giants played a series against 
the Texas Black Spiders. After the series, Buck joined the Texas 
Black Spiders on their barnstorming trip to Mexico. After the 
season was over, Buck spent the winter with John Markham 
(Shreveport Acme Giants and future Kansas City Monarchs 
pitcher) in Shreveport. Buck’s hope was that he would get a 
tryout with the Kansas City Monarchs in spring training the next 
season.  

 
Negro League Career 

 
During the Kansas City Monarchs-Shreveport Acme Giants 
spring training camp for the 1937 season, Buck caught the eye of 
J.L. Wilkinson who was the owner of the Kansas City Monarchs. 
The problem for Wilkinson was that Buck was still the property 
of the Acme Giants. When Wilkinson approached Winfield 
Welch about the young first baseman, Wilkinson reportedly told 
Welch that Buck was too good to stay in Shreveport and was 
good enough to play in the newly formed Negro American 
League. Welch’s response to Wilkinson was that he didn’t want 
to do anything with Buck’s contract because Buck was the star 
of his team. Wilkinson backed off because he didn’t want to 
jeopardize his relationship with Welch. When spring training 
camp broke, Buck O’Neil was still a Shreveport Acme Giant. 

 
Acme Giants vs Black Spiders Wilkinson, not wanting to drop the issue of Buck possibly 

Buck goes 3 for 5 playing for the Kansas City Monarchs in the future, talked to the 
owner of the Memphis Red Sox about acquiring Buck’s contract. 

     Mason City Globe Gazette  From Wilkinson’s perspective it would work out perfectly for               
         Mason City, IA  Buck to play for Memphis until he could find a place for Buck   
             09-10-36   on the Monarchs’ roster. When the Memphis Red Sox bought his  
                                 contract, Buck O’Neil had finally made the “big time.”  
 
In 1937 it was a good time to be a young black baseball player looking to move up. The Negro 
American League was about to play its inaugural season and this meant eight more teams at the 
Negro “Major League” level. In addition over 25 of the top Negro League stars left the United 
States to play in the Dominican Republic for the 1937 season. Some of the players that left the 
Negro Leagues and went to play in the Dominican Republic were Sam Bankhead, James “Cool 
Pappa” Bell, Chet Brewer, Martin Dihigo, Josh Gibson, Bob Griffith, Leroy Matlock, Satchel 
Paige, Roy Parnell, Pat Patterson, Lazaro Salazar, George Scales and Juan “Tetelo” Vargas.  
 
The newly formed Negro American League included the following teams for their 1937 season: 
 

     Negro American League   (First Half of Season - 1937) 
 

      Team    Won Lost      Pct. 
 

Kansas City Monarchs  19   8 .704 
Chicago American Giants  18   8 .692 
Cincinnati Tigers   15 11 .577 
Memphis Red Sox  13 13 .500 
Detroit Stars   12 15 .444 
Birmingham Black Barons  10 17 .370 
Indianapolis Athletics    9 18 .333 
St. Louis Stars     5 22 .185 

 
Unfortunately for Buck, the Memphis Red Sox already had a good first baseman in Granville 
Lyons (.320) and Buck’s playing time was limited to spot starts at first base and in the outfield.  
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Zulu Cannibal Giants: A Humiliating Experience 

  
About mid season the Memphis Red Sox made a trip to Chicago  
where Buck met Charlie Henry (manager of the Zulu Cannibal  
Giants). Dissatisfied with the fact that he could not crack the  
Memphis starting line-up as the team’s regular first baseman  
and the Zulu Cannibal Giants promise to pay him significantly  
more than his $ 90 a month that Memphis was paying him, Buck  
left the Memphis Red Sox and joined the Zulu Cannibal Giants.  
 
The Zulu Cannibal Giants were based out of Louisville, Kentucky  
and were owned by Abe Saperstein. They played an independent  
schedule all over the eastern part of the United States and into  
Canada. With their unique brand of baseball and Syd Pollock   
as their booking agent and promoter, the Zulu Cannibal Giants had  
little problem in scheduling as many games as they were willing to  Zulu Giants vs Charles City 
play. Buck became the team’s starting first baseman when he joined     Mason City Globe Gazette 
the team and played under the name of “Limpope.” It is important to          Mason City, IA 
note that all the Zulu Giants players were given fictitious African                               06-04-37 
“Zulu” names. 
 
Buck reflected on his experiences with the Zulu Cannibal Giants in his autobiography and shared 
the following: 
 
 “playing in grass skirts, putting on war paint and generally acting like a fool was  
               demeaning.” 
 
In his book with Joe Posnanski (The Soul of Baseball: A Road Trip Through Buck O’Neil’s 
America), Buck explained that they (Zulu Cannibal Giants) were half baseball team and half 
minstrel show. He went on to say that they danced around like African tribesmen before the game 
and used bats that were fashioned to supposedly resemble clubs. According to Buck “we had 
become conditioned to racism.” 
 
In later years Buck was very emphatic that he felt he had made a mistake playing for the Zulu 
Cannibal Giants 

 
Buck Returns to the Negro American League 

 
Realizing that the Memphis Red Sox had made a mistake in letting Buck O’Neil go to the Zulu 
Cannibal Giants, Dr. Martin (owner of the Memphis Red Sox) instructed his manager, Goose 
Curry, to give Buck a raise in salary and get him back on their team. When the Zulu Cannibal 
Giants traveled to Louisville to play the Memphis Red Sox, Curry convinced Buck to rejoin the 
Red Sox. Buck spent the last month of the regular 1937 Negro American League season with 
Memphis.  
 
The Memphis Red Sox ended the season in fourth place in the final 1937 Negro American 
League standings. The leading hitters for the Red Sox during the season were Nat Rogers (.375), 
Granville Lyons (.320), Homer “Goose” Curry and Red Longley.  Floyd Kranson (5-4), Bob 
Madison (4-1) and Ace Adams (3-1) were the team’s top three pitchers.  
 
The Kansas City Monarchs won both halves of the regular 1937 season and defeated the Chicago 
American Giants in a Play-Off series when the American Giants disputed the Monarchs being 
awarded the title. When all was said and done, the Kansas City Monarchs were the 1937 Negro 
American League champion. 
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Before the 1938 Negro American League season got 
underway, two events occurred that made it possible for 
Buck to become a Kansas City Monarch. First, Eldridge 
Mayweather who was the Monarchs regular first 
baseman had broken his leg in 1936 and was a 
significant defensive liability. Mayweather was also 
coming off a poor year at the plate, hitting a meager .245 
for the 1937 season. Secondly, Ted “Double Duty” 
Radcliffe who was the new manager of the Memphis 
Red Sox brought his own first baseman (Jelly Taylor) 
with him to Memphis. Buck O’Neil was now free to go 
and the Monarchs wanted him. Prior to the start of the 
season, his contract was sold to Kansas City where he 
would stay for the next 18 years. Upon joining the 

Kansas City vs Chicago   Monarchs Buck was given a contract of $ 100 per month    
Winnipeg Free Press   and became the team’s starting first baseman before the      
  Winnipeg, Canada   end of the season.  

            07-15-38   
 
 
Buck O’Neil had the following to say about being signed by Kansas City: 
 

“When I got to the Monarchs that was just like going to the Yankees for a white kid. The   
  Monarchs were first class.” 

 
According to newspaper accounts, Andy Cooper, the 
Kansas City Monarchs manager, got the team off to a 
fast start. The Monarchs started the 1938 season with a 
41-3 record in games against all levels of competition. 
Their “red hot” start also included a thirteen (13) game 
winning streak. Kansas City was led during the season 
by the hitting of Hilton Smith (.435), Willard Brown 
(.346), Henry Milton (.325), Rainey Bibbs (.314), Harry 
Else (.310) and Turkey Stearnes (.292). Hilton Smith 
(12-2) and Frank Bradley (8-2) anchored the team’s 
pitching staff. Buck O’Neil struggled at the plate and 
finished the 1938 season with a .234 batting average.  
 
The Kansas City Monarchs finished the season with the 
best overall record in the Negro American League. They 
were 32-15 (.681) in “league.” play. 

 
The Kansas City Monarchs started the 1939 baseball 
season just like they had ended the previous season. 

Kansas City vs Washington   They won ball games. Turkey Stearnes (.324), Newt 
Colored World’s Champions   Allen (.314), Willard Brown (.314) and Henry Milton    
      Iola Daily Register   (.280) were the team’s leading hitters in 1939. The 
               Iola, KS    starting rotation of the pitching staff included Hilton  
                  08-22-38    Smith (8-2), George Walker (6-0) and Frank Bradley  

(5-5).  
 
Buck still was unable to find his hitting stroke and finished year with a .238 average for 29 
“league” games. The Monarchs ended the season as the 1939 Negro American League 
champions. They finished the regular season with a “league” record of 28-14 (.667). 
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Kansas City Monarchs (1939) 
 

(Front row left to right – Unidentified, Willard Brown, Unidentified, Unidentified, Unidentified, Newt Allen and    
 Unidentified. Back Row left to right – Hilton Smith, Buck O’Neil, Floyd Kranson, Unidentified, Andy Cooper,  
 Joe Greene, Rainey Bibbs, Jesse Williams, Unidentified, Turkey Stearnes, Dick Bradley and Ted Strong.) 
 
Buck O’Neil really came into his own as a hitter during the 1940 Negro American League season.  
In 1940 he was one of the leading hitters for the Kansas City Monarchs with a .344 batting 
average. Other Monarchs who put up good numbers at the plate during the 1940 season were 
Jesse Williams (.395), Rainey Bibbs (.333), Herb Souell (.325), Henry Milton (.308) and Turkey 
Stearnes (.291). Besides outstanding hitting, Monarchs’ manager Andy Cooper also had the 
league’s best pitching staff. The top four pitchers in the Negro American League were Monarchs. 
These pitchers were Frank Bradley (6-1), Hilton Smith (6-4), Jack Matchett (5-0) and Floyd 
Kranson (5-1). George Walker who was a spot starter went 4-0 record for the season. 
 
The 1940 Negro League season proved to be a significant challenge to team owners and 
managers when several of the top Negro League stars jumped to play ball in Mexico. Among the 
players who left the United States in 1940 to play south of the border were Sam Bankhead, James 
“Cool Pappa” Bell, Ray Dandridge, Martin Dihigo, Josh Gibson, Leroy Matlock, Ed Stone, 
Willie Wells and Burnis “Wild Bill” Wright. 
 
The Kansas City Monarchs did not relinquish their stranglehold on the Negro American League 
championship. For the third straight year since the Negro American League was formed, they 
were the “league” champions. Kansas City ended the 1940 regular season with a won-loss record 
of 23-10 (.697). There was no Negro League World Series played in 1940. 
 
Right before the start of the 1941 baseball season, James Wilkinson, owner of the Kansas City 
Monarchs, named Newt Allen as the new manager for the Monarchs. This change was due to the 
fact that long time skipper Andy Cooper’s health prevented him from joining the team (he passed 
away on June 3, 1941 in Waco, Texas).   
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Kansas City Monarchs (1940) 
Negro American League Champions 

 
(Seated left to right – Floyd Kranson, Lionel DeCuir, Henry Milton, Rainey Bibbs, Newt Allen, Hilton Smith and  
 Dick Bradley. Standing left to right – Quincey Gilmore, Andy Cooper, Joe Greene, Jesse Williams, Turkey Stearnes,   
 Jack Matchett, Leandy Young and Buck O’Neil.) 
 
When the 1941 season opened, Negro League baseball  
was still faced with the problem that a large number of  
their stars were still playing in Mexico. The Negro  
League players that went to Mexico met with huge  
success during the 1941 Mexican League season. Wild  
Bill Wright (.390), Josh Gibson (.374), Ray Dandridge  
(.367), Silvio Garcia (.366), Pat Patterson (.362), Joe  
Greene (.357) and Sam Bankhead (.351) led the way  
as eighteen (18) former Negro League players hit over  
.300 during the Mexican League season. Negro League 
pitching stars: Barney Brown (16-5), Theo Smith  
(16-8), Nate Moreland (16-12) and Leroy Matlock  
(15-7) also defected to Mexico for the 1941 season.  
These four players were also the top four pitchers in  
the Mexican League in 1941. 
 
Newt Allen had Kansas City playing championship ball  
throughout the 1941 Negro American League season.  
Willard Brown led the team in hitting with a .345 batting  
average. Buck slumped at the plate after leading the team  
in hitting the year before and finished the season with a   
.257 batting average in 29 “league” games. Hilton Smith   
(10-1) and Satchel Paige (7-0) were the Monarchs’ two  
best pitchers during the season. The Kansas City Monarchs  
dominated “league” competition all season long and posted  
one of their best seasons ever with a 24-6 (.800) record against        Mansfield News Journal 
Negro American League opponents. At the end of the season,              Mansfield, OH 
they were crowned the Negro American League champions for                        08-01-41 
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the fifth year in a row since the league had been founded in 1937. Like the year before, there was 
no Negro League World Series played. The Monarchs did barnstorm after the season. Their 1941 
post season barnstorming tour included an exhibition series versus Bob Feller’s All Stars. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kansas City Monarchs (1941) 
World’s Colored Champions 

(O’Neil – standing third from right) 
 

(Seated left to right – Newt Allen, Rainey Bibbs, Hilton Smith, Jesse Williams, Willard Brown, Allen Bryant and  
 Bill Sims. Standing left to right – Joe Resse, Frank Duncan (Jr), George Walker, Connie Johnson, Ted Strong, 
 Buck O’Neil, Frank Duncan (Sr) and Dick Bradley) 
 
The Kansas City Monarchs made another change in managers before the start of the 1942 season.  
Newt Allen had never wanted the job but as the captain of the team had stepped in when it was an 
emergency. Longtime Monarchs’ catcher Frank Duncan was named the team’s manager for the 
1942 baseball season. Duncan inherited a solid team that could both hit and pitch. Willard Brown 
(.370), Barney Serrell (.359), Ted Strong (.359), Hilton Smith (.303), Newt Allen (.295) and Herb 
Souell (.281) paced Kansas City’s hitting attack. Buck was the team’s starting first baseman but 
had another off year at the plate as he batted .275 in “league” games for the season. O’Neil’s 
consistent play and defense at first base, however, did earn him a trip to the 1942 East-West All 
Star games in Comiskey Park (Chicago, IL). The Monarchs’ starting pitching rotation of Jack 
Matchett (9-1), Hilton Smith (6-3), Satchel Paige (6-4) and Connie Johnson (5-0) consistently 
shut down opposing hitters all season. 
 
 
 
 
 
           Kansas City Monarchs vs Memphis Red Sox 
                    Season Opener (1942) 
 
                  Negro American League Doubleheader 

              Ruppert Stadium 
                  Kansas City, MO 
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Kansas City Monarchs – Negro League World Series Champions (1942) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kansas City Monarchs (1942) 
(Buck O’Neil – sixth from left) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Negro League World Series      Kansas City Wins World Series 
  Kansas City vs Homestead       Titusville Herald 
              (1942)               Titusville, PA 
                09-30-42  
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Kansas City Monarchs (1942) 
Negro American League Champions 

 
(Standing left to right – Unidentified, Satchel Paige, Ted Strong, Hilton Smith, Dizzy Dismukes, Frank Duncan, Jesse   
 Williams, Jack Matchett, Dick Bradley, Unidentified, Lefty LaMarque, Connie Johnson, Unidentified, Willie Simms,  
 Buck O’Neil, Unidentified, Newt Allen and Joe Greene. Seated – Batboy Dewey Alexander) 
 
One of the highlights of the 1942 season for the Kansas City Monarchs was a series played in 
May and June against the Dizzy Dean All Stars. Abe Saperstein was the promoter for the series 
that was billed as a fund raiser for wartime charities. The first game was played on May 24th at 
Wrigley Field in Chicago with an estimated 30,000 fans in attendance. The game was so 
successful that a second game was played on May 31st at Griffith Stadium in Washington, D.C.  
A crowd of 22,000 saw Paige and the Monarchs defeat the Dizzy Dean All Stars by a score of  
8-1. The final game of the series was played on July 7th at Victory Field in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
 
For the sixth season in a row, the Kansas City Monarchs won the Negro American League crown. 
They finished the regular season with a 28-10 (.737) won-loss record. Their Negro American 
League championship earned them the right to face the Homestead Grays (Negro National 
League champions) in the Negro League World Series.  This was the first ever Negro League 
World Series that was played between the winners of the Negro American League and Negro 
National League. Researchers disagree with how many games were played in the series. Negro 
League researchers Larry Lester and Dick Clark have Kansas City sweeping the series in four 
straight games. While research by John Holway has the Monarchs beating the Grays four games 
to one to claim the Negro League World Series championship. All three do agree that the Kansas 
City Monarchs won the Negro League World Series title. Buck had an outstanding series against 
the Grays. He was one of the team’s leading hitters, going 6 for 17 for a .353 batting average. 
 
Spring training for the 1943 Monarchs’ season was held in Memphis, Tennessee. Buck got off to 
an excellent start when the season got underway and was hitting .351 when he got called up for 
military service. His outstanding hitting and superlative defensive play at first base also got him 
selected to play for the West squad in the 1943 East-West All Star game. This was the second 
year in a row that Buck had been picked for the All Star game.  
 
Other players who had good seasons in 1943 were Hank Thompson (.378), Willard Brown (.342), 
Jesse Williams (.323) and Herb Souell (.291). Unfortunately for the Monarchs, other than Booker 
McDaniels, the rest of the pitching staff struggled all season. Booker was 5-0 in “league” play 
and 10-1 overall. Jack Matchett, however, dropped from a 9-1 record in 1942 to a record of  1-2 
in 1943. Satchel Paige had one of the few losing seasons of his career and finished the year with a 
4-5 record in “league” games. For the first time since the Negro American League was formed in 
1937, the Kansas City Monarchs were not the “league” champions. They finished the year with a 
29-29 (.500) record. This left them in fourth place behind the league leading Birmingham Black  
Barons 20-14 (.588). 
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Buck O’Neil spent the 1944 and 1945 seasons in the United States Navy during World War II. He 
was assigned to a construction battalion. During these two seasons Kansas City suffered back to 
back disappointing results. They were 23-42 (.354) and finished in sixth place, last in the final 
Negro American League standings. Things improved somewhat in 1945 and they finished with a 
32-30 (.516) record which was good enough for fourth place in the Negro American League. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Jordan O’Neil 
United States Navy 

 
The Kansas City Monarchs returned to their winning ways in 1946. When the season got 
underway, Buck O’Neil was finished with his military service and back at first base for the 
Monarchs. The 1946 season turned out to be the best of his career. His batting numbers for the 
year were as follows: 
 
Year Team     Games   AB Runs Hits 2B 3B HR RBI     SB      BA     SLG 
 
1946 Kansas City        58 197 36 69            11 6 2              27           12     .350 .497 

 
Buck’s .350 batting average gave him the Negro 
American League batting title for the 1946 season. The 
next two top hitters for the Monarchs were Herb Souell 
and Hank Thompson who both hit .273 for the year. 
Frank Duncan was the manager of the Monarchs and 
also played in the field on a regular basis. Kansas City’s 
pitching staff is what really brought the team back to 
championship form. Connie Johnson was the ace of the 
staff with an 11-3 won-loss record. The rest of the 
starting rotation also had excellent seasons. Hilton Smith 
was 8-2, Jim “Lefty” LaMarque was 8-4, Satchel Paige 
had a 5-1 record and Ted Alexander went 5-2 in Negro 
American League play.  
 

      San Antonio Light 
       San Antonio, TX 
             04-23-46 
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The Monarchs posted one of their best records of all time during 1946. They finished the year 
with a 43-14 (.754) record and won the Negro American League title. Kansas City faced the 
Newark Eagles (Negro National League champions) in the Negro League World Series. With the 
series tied at three games apiece, the Monarchs went into game seven without the services of 
three of their top players (Willard Brown, Satchel Paige and Ted Strong). The Monarchs lost the 
game by a score of 3-2 and the Newark Eagles were crowned the Negro League World Series 
champions. Buck had an excellent Negro League World Series at the plate. He went 9 for 27 
(.333) with a triple and two homeruns 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kansas City Monarchs (1946) 
(Buck O’Neil – standing first on right) 

 
Satchel Paige All Stars vs Bob Feller All Stars 

 
After the 1946 regular season, Satchel Paige and Bob Feller hooked up for a cross country 
exhibition tour that went down in history as one of the most successful barnstorming tours of all-
time. According to newspaper articles, there were originally over 30 exhibition games scheduled 
for the cross country tour.  
 
J. L. Wilkinson and Tom Baird, owners of the Kansas City Monarchs, backed Satchel’s team. The 
Satchel Paige All Stars team was managed by Frank Duncan (Kansas City Monarchs) and boasted 
the following starting line-up: 
 

Satchel Paige’s All Stars  (1946) 
 

Position Player    Negro League Team 
 
1B  Buck O’Neil  Kansas City Monarchs 
2B  Henry Thompson  Kansas City Monarchs 
SS   Artie Wilson   Birmingham Black Barons 
3B  Howard Easterling Homestead Grays 
C  Quincy Trouppe  Cleveland Buckeyes 
OF  Willard Brown  Kansas City Monarchs 
OF  Monte Irvin  Newark Eagles 
OF  Sam Jethroe  Cleveland Buckeyes 
P  Satchel Paige  Kansas City Monarchs 
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Other Negro League players on Satchel’s team included: Frank Austin, Gene Benson, Barney 
Brown, Johnnie Davis, Sam Hairston, Johnnie Hayes, Dave Hoskins, Cowan Hyde, Leonard 
Pearson, Chico Renfroe, Herb Souell and Ed Steele. Paige’s pitching staff also included: Dan 
Bankhead, Barney Brown, Gentry Jessup, James LaMarque, Rufus Lewis, Max Manning, Hilton 
Smith and Neck Stanley. Virtually every player on Satchel Paige’s team had played in at least one 
East-West All Star game. It is important to note that not all of the players were on the roster at the 
same time. Players came and went depending on where the team was playing. 
 
Bob Feller’s All Stars included National League batting champion Stan Musial (.365) and 
American League batting champion Mickey Vernon (.353). Other Major Leaguers that made the 
tour with Bob Feller were Johnny Berardino, Sam Chapman, Jeff Heath, Jim Hegan, Charlie 
Keller, Ken Keltner, Ralph Kiner and Phil Rizzuto. Bob Feller was coming off a 26-15 won-loss 
record with the Cleveland Indians. Other pitchers on Feller’s team included Spud Chandler (20-
8), Mel Harder, Bob Lemon, Dutch Leonard, Bobo Newsom and Johnny Sain (20-14).   
 
 
 
 
                  Satchel Paige’s All Stars 
         

(Left to right -  Hilton Smith, Howard 
Easterling, Barney Brown, Sam 
Jethroe, Gentry Jessup, Hank 
Thompson, Max Manning, Othello 
Renfroe, Dizzy Dismukes, Rufus 
Lewis, Gene Benson, Buck O’Neil, 
Frank Duncan, Artie Wilson and 
Quincy Trouppe.  In the doorway – 
Valet and Satchel Paige). 

         
 
 
 
 
The first game of the tour was played at Forbes Field in Pittsburgh on September 29th. Feller’s All 
Stars won the game 3-1 before a small crowd of 4,592 fans. The tour’s next stop was at Comiskey 
Park (Chicago). A crowd of 21,131 were on hand to watch the Bob Feller All Stars beat the 
Satchel Paige All Stars by a score of 6-5. Back to back games played at Yankee Stadium on 
October 5th and October 6th drew crowds of 27,462 and 21,441. Satchel’s team won the first game 
at Yankee Stadium by a score of 4-0 and lost the second game the next day by a score of 4-2. The 
tour continued across the Midwest. On October 16th the two teams played a game at Wrigley 
Field (Los Angeles) that drew 22,577 fans. The tour ended in San Diego (CA) on October 17th. 
 
From the 12 box scores that have been uncovered, the Bob Feller All Stars won seven games and 
the Satchel Paige All Stars won five games. The top hitters for the Negro Leaguers during the 
tour were Buck O’Neil (6 for 18 - .333), Quincy Trouppe (.313), Hank Thompson (.310) and 
Howard Easterling (.300). The Major Leaguers were led by Mickey Vernon (.375), Charley 
Keller (.233) and Sam Chapman (.226).  Bob Lemon led all pitchers with three victories and 
Johnny Sain had two wins. No other pitcher on the tour had more than one win. 
 
The Paige-Feller tour was abruptly cut short when Major League Baseball Commissioner 
Kenesaw Mountain Landis ordered the tour to end. Even though the tour ended prematurely, it 
was still considered a success. According to an article that appeared in the Sporting News, a total 
of 271,645 fans attended the games and four of the games drew over 20,000 fans each. The tour 
was also a financial success. Bob Feller boasted that he personally made $ 80,000 during the tour. 
When Buck was interviewed about the tour, he shared that he made more money in the one month 
when he was on the tour than in the previous six months in the Negro American League and that 
included the Negro League World Series. 
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Cuban Winter League Career 
 
After the Satchel Paige All Stars tour ended, Buck joined several other Negro League players and 
traveled to Cuba to play in the Cuban Winter League season. O’Neil signed to play for the 
Almendares Alacranes who were managed by Cuban great Adolfo Luque. The Alacranes team 
also included Negro League players Lloyd Davenport (.227), Jonas Gaines (1-1), Gentry Jessup 
(5-3) and Jesse Williams (.264). 
 
The Cuban Winter League started on October 26, 1946 and concluded on February 27, 1947. The 
Almendares Alacranes and Habana Leones battled back and forth all season for the league lead. 
Habana held a six game lead entering the last month of the season. Luque did not give up on his 
team and continued to whittle down the Leones lead by winning 13 of 14 games during the 
months of January and February. Going into the final week of the season, Habana’s lead was 
reduced to a game and a half lead over Almendares. The team met three times in final week of the 
season. Max Lanier (Almendares) won the first game by a score of 4-2 and Agapito Mayor 
(Almendares) won the second game by the score of 2-1. Before 35,000 fans jammed into 
Habana’s Gran Stadium, Max Lanier beat the Leones and clinched the championship for 
Almendares. The Alacranes finished the season with a record of 42-24 (.636) for the Cuban 
Winter League title. 
 
Almendares was led by the hitting of Andres Fleitas (.316), George Hausmann (.292), Santos 
Amaro (.289) and Hector Rodriquez (.287). Agapito Mayor (10-4), Max Lanier (7-2), Gentry 
Jessup (5-3) and Lazaro Salazar (4-3) were the team’s leading pitchers. 
 
Buck O’Neil’s lone season in Cuba was a hitting nightmare. He had the worst season of his 
professional career, batting a mere .214 (25 for 117) with a .256 slugging percentage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Almendares Alacranes (1946-47) 
Cuban Winter League Champions  

 
(Back row left to right – Clubhouse Attendant Carlos Zarza, Hector Rodriquez, Mario Ariosa, Avelino Canizares, 
Conrado Marrero and Ducky Davenport.  Middle row left to right – Agapito Mayor, Tomas de la Cruz, Jonas Gaines, 
Gentry Jessup, Roberto Ortiz, Homero Ariosa, Rene Gonzalez, Buck O’Neil, Santos Amaro and Jesse Williams. 
Seated left to right – Trainer Manolo Fernandez, Max Lanier, George Hausman, Alberto Leal, Calampio Leon, Evelio 
Martinez, Andres Fleitas, Manager Adolfo Luque, Cheo Ramos, Lazaro Salazar, Teodoro Oxamendi, Jorge 
Comellas and Reinaldo Cordeiro) 
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Buck’s Career in the Negro American League Continues 
                                                  
Frank Duncan’s Kansas City Monarchs’ team struggled at the plate and on the mound during the 
1947 Negro American League season. Hank Thompson (.411), Willard Brown (.368), Ted Strong 
(.333) and Buck O’Neil (.308) all had good seasons, but the rest of the team had off years hitting. 
The best example of the Monarchs’ hitting woes was Hilton Smith. Hilton had a career batting 
average of .323 but only batted only .176 for the 1947 season. The biggest disappointment for the 
Monarchs was their pitching staff. Only John Ford Smith (6-2) and Hilton Smith (5-2) produced 
on the mound for the Monarchs. Connie Johnson went from an 11-3 season in 1946 to 1-0 and 
James “Lefty” La Marque dropped to a won-loss record of 4-6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kansas City Monarchs – Monarch Booster Club Opening Day Celebration (1947) 
(O’Neil fourth from left) 

 
The Kansas City Monarchs finished the 1947 season with a record of  38-22 (.633) which was 
good enough for second place in the league behind the Cleveland Buckeyes. 
 
Before the start of the 1948 baseball season J.L. Wilkinson sold his interest in the Kansas City 
Monarchs to Tom Baird. One of the first things that Baird did was to ask Buck O’Neil to take 
over as manager of the team. Buck accepted the position and became the team’s player-manager. 
 
After conducting two weeks of spring training in San Antonio (Texas), the Monarchs returned to 
Kansas City to start their Negro American League schedule. Buck’s leading hitters for the 1948 
season were John Scott (.407), Willard “Homerun” Brown (.360), Bob Thurman (.355) and Hank 
Thompson (.325). O’Neil had a sub-par year on the playing field, hitting .253 for the season. 
 
O’Neil got strong pitching during the 1948 season from James LaMarque, John Ford Smith and 
Gene Collins. James “Lefty” LaMarque was the ace of the pitching staff with a 10-4 won-loss 
record in “league” play and 15-5 overall. John Ford Smith was 6-3 in “league” play (10-5 overall) 
and Gene Collins was 5-3 in Negro American League action (9-3 overall). 
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The 1948 Kansas City Monarchs roster included six players (Gene Baker, Willard Brown, Elston 
Howard, Connie Johnson, Curt Roberts and Hank Thompson) who went on to play in the Major 
Leagues. 
 
At the end of the regular 1948 Negro American League season, the Birmingham Black Barons 
finished with a 55-21 (.724) record and the Kansas City Monarchs were 43-25 (.632). The 
Birmingham Black Barons won the first half of the season and the Kansas City Monarchs won the 
second half with a 17-7 won-loss record. This forced a seven game Play-Off Series. In a closely 
fought series, the Birmingham Black Barons prevailed by winning four games to three for the 
Monarchs. Birmingham went to the Negro League World Series and Kansas City went home. 
 
The Negro National League folded after the 1948 Negro League World Series. The Negro 
American League reorganized before the start of the 1949 season to accommodate several of the 
former Negro National League teams. The teams that competed in the Negro American League 
and their records for the 1949 season were as follows.  
 

Negro American League (1949) 
 

Eastern Division     Record Pct. Western Division  Record Pct. 
 
Baltimore Elite Giants  59-30   .663 Kansas City Monarchs  54-37 .593 
New York Cubans  26-20   .565 Chicago American Giants  48-35 .578 
Indianapolis Clowns  37-44   .457 Birmingham Black Barons  45-39 .536 
Philadelphia Stars  31-38   .449 Houston Eagles   34-35 .493 
Louisville Buckeyes  19-64 .229 Memphis Red Sox  39-50 .438 

 
To start the 1949 season, the Kansas City Monarchs conducted spring training in Monroe, 
Louisiana. Buck O’Neil really came into his own as a manager during the 1949 Negro American 
League baseball season. Buck had a strong team that included Gene Baker (SS), Willard Brown 
(OF), Elston Howard (C), Nat Peeples (OF), Curt Roberts (2B), Herb Souell (OF), Earl Taborn 
(C) and Bob Thurman (OF). The Monarchs pitching staff in 1949 was made up of Frank Barnes, 
William Bell (Jr.), Gene Collins, Connie Johnson, Ernest Johnson, James “Lefty” LaMarque, 
Booker Mc Daniels and Theo Smith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Kansas City Monarchs (1949) 
 

(Back row left to right – George Walker, Jim “Lefty” La Marque, Frank Barnes, Connie Johnson, Elston Howard, Nat  
 Peeples, Frank Duncan (Jr) and Jeff Williams. 
 
 Front row left to right – Tom Cooper, Mel Duncan, Curt Roberts, Buck O’Neil, Gene Collins, Herb Souell and  
 Unidentified.) 
 17 



In addition to managing the team, Buck also played first base on regular basis. He had an 
outstanding season at the plate during the season. His 1949 hitting statistics were: 

 
Year Team     Games   AB Runs Hits 2B 3B HR RBI     SB      BA     SLG 
 
1949 Kansas City        45 109 17 36 4 0 1              14             6     .330 .394 
 

The Kansas City Monarchs had an excellent season in 
1949. They won the Western Division of the Negro 
American League with a record of 54-37 (.593). The 
Kansas City Monarchs could not defend their 
championship against the Chicago American Giants 
because they had lost a number of their key players to 
signings by Major League baseball. The Baltimore Elite 
Giants defeated the Chicago American Giants in the 
Play-Off Series for the Negro American League title. 

 
Buck was also selected to manage the West team in the 
1949 East-West All Star game. The East team won the 
game played at Comiskey Park by a score of 4-0. 

  
In 1950 the Kansas City Monarchs roster included the 
following star players: Gene Baker, Willard “Homerun” 
Brown, Gene Collins, Elston Howard, Connie Johnson, 
Jim “Lefty” LaMarque, Curt Roberts, Bonnie Serrell, 
Herb Souell and Earl Taborn. In addition Satchel Paige 

Belleville Telescope   rejoined the team.  
   Belleville, KS 
        08-04-49 
 
However, the most meaningful roster addition to the team in 1949 occurred when the Monarchs 
signed a young infielder from Dallas (TX) by the name of Ernie Banks. James “Cool Pappa” Bell 
had first noticed Banks when his Kansas City Monarchs “B” team were playing the Amarillo 
Black Sheepherders during their barnstorming tour of Texas. Former Negro League pitcher 
William Blair had taken Ernie under his wing and put him out on the road with Amarillo to help 
develop his baseball skills. The Monarchs gave Ernie his first professional baseball contract. 

 
The Kansas City Monarchs had another championship season in 1950 and finished the year with a 
52-21 (.712) record for first place in the Western Division of the Negro American League. Buck 
O’Neil also managed the West team to a 5-3 victory in the annual East-West All Star game. 
 

Buck’s Final Years with the Monarchs 
 
Buck O’Neil continued as the player-manager for the Kansas City Monarchs from 1951 through 
the 1955 season when Tom Baird sold the team to Ted Rasberry. 
 
During these seasons some of his top Monarchs players were George Altman (OF), Ernie Banks 
(SS), Hank Bayliss (2B/3B), Willard “Homerun” Brown (OF), J.C. Hartman (SS), Pancho 
Herrera (1B), Sweet Lou Johnson (OF), James “Lefty” LaMarque (P), Enrique Maroto (P), Hank 
Mason (P), Satchel Paige (P), Bonnie Serrell (OF), Herb Souell (3B) and Earl Taborn (C). 
 
Besides managing the team, Buck continued to play on an occasional basis and he could still hit. 
In fact he put up the most consistent numbers of his career during these four years. From 1951 to 
1954 (1955 statistics have still not be uncovered), Buck’s hitting statistics were as follows: 
 
Year Team     Games   AB Runs Hits 2B 3B HR RBI     SB      BA     SLG 
 
1951 Kansas City          - 148 26 50            11 2 3              29             3     .338 .500 
1952 Kansas City        32   99 19 36 - - 3              13             9     .364    - 
1953 Kansas City        15   21   5 10 0 0 0 1             2     .476 .476 
1954 Kansas City        27      68 14 23 2 0 1              18             8     .338 .412 
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A summary of the Kansas City Monarchs performance from 1951 through 1955 are as follows: 
 

1951   For the third straight season, Buck O’Neil’s Kansas City Monarchs won the  
Western Division of the Negro American League. They were 42-28 (.600) for the 
1951 season. Buck was selected as the manager for the West team of the East-
West All Star game, but was replaced by Winfield Welch when he became ill. 

 
1952     Monarchs slumped to a record of 23-26 (.469) for a fourth place in the Western  

Division of the Negro American League. This was the first losing season for 
Buck O’Neil in his managerial career. 

 
1953 Kansas City rebounded in 1953 and finished the year by winning the Negro 

American League title with a 56-21 (.727) won-loss record. Like he had done in 
so many years past, Buck was selected to manage the West squad in the East-
West All Star game. The West took the game by a score of 5 to 1. 

 
1954 The Kansas City Monarchs fell on hard times in 1954. They finished the season 

in sixth place with a 23-43-1 (.348) record. Buck managed the West to an 8-4 
victory over the East squad in the East-West All Star game. 

 
After the regular season, Buck was hired by the New York Giants to help keep 
former Monarchs’ star Hank Thompson and current New York Giants starting 
third baseman sober during the World Series. 

 
1955 Complete “official” won-loss records have not been found for the 1955 Negro 

American League season. From newspaper coverage, we do know that the 
Monarchs were 11-4 on 06-14-55 in “league” games. In addition newspaper 
articles confirm the Kansas City Monarchs were named the Negro American 
League champions at the end of the season.  Buck O’Neil also managed the West 
to a 2-0 victory in the 1955 East-West All Star game. This was Buck’s fourth 
victory as a manager in the five East-West All Star games in which he managed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kansas City Monarchs (1955) 
 

(Back row left to right – Juan Armenteros, Willie Bennett, Unidentified, James Gilmore, Marvin Jones, Bob Mitchell,  
 Unidentified, Don Vaughn, B.G. Stephens, JC Hartman and Buck O’Neil. Front row left to right – Mel Duncan, Dick  
 Phillips, Larry Williams, Enrique Maroto, Hank Baylis, Joe Patterson, Dave Whitney and Alfred Cartmill.) 
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Scouting for Major League Baseball 
 

During his career managing the Kansas City Monarchs from 1948-1955, Buck O’Neil managed at 
least 55 different players who went on to play in “organized baseball.” Buck sent more players to 
the “white” Major Leagues than any other manager in Negro League baseball history. A list of 
these players and the teams they were sold to is as follows: 
 
Player   Team Sold To   Player   Team Sold To 
 
* George Altman  Chicago Cubs   Ernest Johnson  Baltimore Orioles  
Juan Armenteros  El Paso (Southwest League)                Jeff Johnson  Cincinnati Reds 
* Gene Baker  Chicago Cubs   *Sweet Lou Johnson Chicago Cubs 
Ben Banks  St. Louis Cardinals   Willie Lee  Detroit Tigers 
* Ernie Banks  Chicago Cubs   Eddie Locke  Vancouver (WIL) 
* Frank Barnes  New York Yankees   * Hank Mason               Philadelphia Phillies 
Qunicy Bud Barbee  St. Jean (Provincial League)  Enrique Maroto        Washington Senators  
Henry Baylis  El Paso (Southwest League)  Booker Mc Daniels                Los Angeles (PCL) 
Russel Betts  Pittsburgh Pirates   Ed Morris  Pittsburgh Pirates 
Bill Breda  Boston Braves   Dagoberto Nunez  El Paso (SWL)  
Sherwood Brewer  San Angelo (Longhorn League) 
* Willard Brown  Dallas Eagles (Texas League)  *Satchel Paige  St. Louis Browns  
Alfred Cartmill  Pittsburgh Pirates   Nat Peeples  Brooklyn Dodgers 
Gene Collins  Chicago White Sox   Joseph Pierre                  Albuquerque (WTNML) 
Ernest Chretian  Lake Charles (Gulf Coast League) * Curt Roberts                       Pittsburgh Pirates 
Tom Cooper  Philadelphia Phillies  William “Bonnie” Serrell      New York Yankees 
Bill Dickey  Chicago Cubs   John Ford Smith                    New York Giants 
Mel Duncan  Colorado Sky Sox (Western League)    Theo Smith                San Diego (PCL) 
Frank Ensley  Chicago White Sox                    Herbert Souell                        Spokane (WIL) 
Samuel Fowlkes  Lake Charles (Gulf Coast League) Mickey Stubblefield               Mayfield (KITL)  
* J.C. Hartman  Chicago Cubs   Earl Taborn                            New York Yankees 
Duke Henderson  Carlsbad (Longhorn League)  * Hank Thompson                New York Giants  
* Pancho Herrera  Philadelphia Phillies  * Bob Thurman                      New York Giants 
* Elston Howard  New York Yankees   James Tugerson                 Knoxville (KITL) 
Leonard Hunt  Springfield (MOV League)  George Walker                      Seattle (PCL) 
John “Stony” Jackson Cincinnati Reds   Jeff Williams  Cincinnati Reds 
Ike Jackson  Carlsbad (Longhorn League)  Jesse Williams  Vancouver (WIL) 
* Connie Johnson                  Baltimore Orioles   John Wingate         Washington Senators 
 
* Denotes a player who played in the Major Leagues. 
 
Fifteen (15) of these players went from the Negro Leagues all the way to the Major Leagues.  

 
Buck O’Neil started his scouting career for the Chicago Cubs in 1953 while he was still managing 
the Kansas City Monarchs. Wid Matthews who was the General Manager of the Cubs made 
signing Ernie Banks to a Cubs contract, Buck’s first order of business. Buck delivered Ernie to 
the Cubs and would be a valuable part of their scouting organization for the next 30 plus years 
until he retired in 1988. Buck became a full time scout for the Cubs in 1956 when Tom Baird sold 
all of his best players to “organized baseball” and the rest of what was left of the team to Ted 
Rasberry of Grand Rapids, Michigan before the start of the 1956 Negro American League season. 
 
During his scouting career with Chicago, Buck was also responsible for the scouting and the 
signing of Lou Brock (Southern University), Oscar Gamble, Lee Smith and Joe Carter (Wichita 
State). Buck also scouted Bob Gibson and Andre Dawson, but Gibson wanted to play for the St. 
Louis Cardinals and Dawson signed with the Montreal Expos. 
 
Besides scouting for Chicago, Buck was also called upon from time to time to help solve personal 
problems related to the Cubs’ African American ball players. The best example of this occurred 
with Billy Williams. In 1959 Billy was playing for the Cubs’ Minor League team in San Antonio 
(Texas League) when he left the team and returned home to Whistler, Alabama. Williams had 
become home sick, disenchanted with professional baseball and returned to his parent’s house 
with the intention of quitting baseball. After several meals at Billy’s mother’s house, Buck 
convinced Billy to return to San Antonio. The rest is history. Billy was called up to the Cubs in  
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       late 1959 and his ensuing career in the 
       Major Leagues took him all the way to                      

the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 
Cooperstown. None of this would have 
ever happened if Buck had not talked 
Billy in returning to the Missions. 

 
John “Buck” O’Neil retired from the 
Chicago Cubs organization in 1988 after 
35 years with the club. 

 
Buck’s retirement didn’t last very long. 
John Schuerholz, General Manager of 
the Kansas City Royals, offered Buck a 
job as special assignment coach for the 
Royals. The job was an excellent 
opportunity for O’Neil because it meant 
less travel and the opportunity to still be 
a part of professional baseball. O’Neil 
was named “Midwest Scout of the 
Year” in 1998. Buck O’Neil retired from 
the Kansas City Royals organization in 
1998. 

Lou Brock, Billy Williams, Buck O’Neil and George Altman 
 

Buck Becomes the First African American Coach in Major League Baseball 
 

For years Buck was known to work with the young players during spring training in Mesa 
(Arizona) and was viewed by just about everyone as an “unofficial” coach. Chicago made it 
official in June of 1962 when they named him as a regular coach for the Major League team. 
 
Even though he only appears in the “official” team photo for the 1962 Chicago Cubs, Major 
League Baseball and Chicago Cubs records indicate that the Cubs considered Buck a coach from 
1962 to 1965. In his autobiography, Buck spoke only of being a Major League coach for the Cubs 
during the 1962 and 1963 seasons. Whether he was a coach or a scout, Buck was considered an 
integral part of the Chicago Cubs organization.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chicago Cubs (1962) 
Ernie Banks (seated front row first on left) and Buck O’Neil (seated front row fifth from right) 
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Buck O’Neil – The Later Years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Major League Baseball Personal Appearance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buck O’Neil and Dave Winfield 
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Buck Brings Negro League Baseball to America 
 

Buck O’Neil gained national notoriety when he appeared in Ken Burns’ 1994 documentary on the 
history of baseball for the Public Broadcasting System (PBS). O’Neil captured the hearts of 
America with his compelling accounts of life in the Negro Leagues. His dynamic personality 
brought national attention to Negro League baseball.  
 
Buck was also instrumental in the founding of the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum in Kansas 
City in 1990. He served as the Chairman of the Board of Directors for the Museum for sixteen 
(16) years until his death in 2006.  
 
His knowledge of professional baseball and Negro League baseball was recognized at the highest 
level when he was asked to serve on the Baseball Hall of Fame Veterans Committee (National 
Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown) from 1981 to 2000. His efforts helped get the following 
nine (9) former Negro League ball players inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame: 
Rube Foster (1981), Ray Dandridge (1987), Leon Day (1995), Bill Foster (1996), Larry Doby 
(1996), Willie Wells (1997), Bullet Rogan (1998), Smoky Joe Williams (1999) and Norman 
“Turkey” Stearnes (2000). 
 
Through his numerous speaking engagements, television appearances and personal appearances, 
John Jordan “Buck” O’Neil became the face and voice of Negro League baseball. No one 
person has done more to promote the history of Negro League baseball than Buck O’Neil. 
 
The following exert from Brent Kelly’s book The Negro Leagues Revisited probably best sums 
up Buck O’Neil’s role in bringing Negro League baseball to the American public: 

 
“Just as Jackie Robinson was the right man for the job in 1947. Buck O’Neil is the right 
man for the job today, the job of promoting and representing the hundreds of Negro ball 
players who were all but forgotten.” 

 
John Jordan “Buck” O’Neil was the Negro League’s greatest ambassador. As Bob Kendrick, 
President of the Negro Leagues Museum, most eloquently put it: 
 

“The charismatic John Jordan O’Neil, or “Buck” as he was affectionately known, is an 
American hero. His eloquence, grace and genuine love for people have captured the 
hearts and imaginations of kindred spirits worldwide. His illustrious career spanned  
seven (7) decades and helped make him a foremost authority and, arguably, the game’s 
greatest ambassador.” 

 
The Hall of Fame Doesn’t Call 

 
In 2006 the National Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown considered thirty-nine (39) former 
Negro League ball players, managers and owners for possible induction. John “Buck” O’Neil 
made this final list of persons who were considered. Buck fell just short in the final voting for 
induction. 
 
When the induction ceremonies for the seventeen (17) players, managers and owners who had 
been elected to the Hall of Fame was held, the Hall of Fame asked Buck to speak on behalf of 
those persons being inducted. Even though he was disappointed in his exclusion, Buck graciously 
accepted. This selfless act on his part was another example of the gentleman and role model he 
was to us all.  
 
The National Baseball Hall of Fame did honor the legacy of Buck O’Neil in 2008 when they 
created the “Buck O’Neil Lifetime Achievement Award” and erected a life-size bronze statute of 
him in the Hall of Fame. The statute is accompanied by a plaque that details Buck’s contributions 
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to the game of baseball. The Buck O’Neil Lifetime Achievement Award according to the Hall of 
Fame is “presented by the National Baseball Hall of Fame Board of Directors to honor an 
individual whose extraordinary efforts enhanced baseball’s positive impact on society, broadened 
the game’s appeal, and whose character, integrity and dignity are comparable to the qualities 
exhibited by O’Neil.” The award is given out not more than once every three years. John Jordan 
“Buck” O’Neil was the first recipient of this award and Roland Hemond (longtime Major League 
Baseball executive from 1961-2007) received the award in 2011. 
 

America Recognizes Buck 
 

In his later years and shortly after his death, some of the many awards that he was given include: 
 
 1996 International Afro-American Sports Hall of Fame induction award 
 1996 Kansas City Sports “Walk of Stars” award 

1997 “Lifetime Leadership Award” from Kansas State University 
1997 “Mr. Baseball Award” from the Kansas City Royals (MLBB) 
1999 Trumpet Award from Turner Broadcasting 
1999 Florida Sports Hall of Fame induction 
2000 Missouri State Historical Society Distinguished Service Medal and Certificate 
2001 “John Buck O’Neil Way” – street dedicated to him in 18th and Vine historic area 
           of Kansas City, Missouri 
2006 Presidential Medal of Freedom (posthumous) 
2007 “Buck O’Neil Legacy Seat” at Kauffman Stadium (Kansas City Royals) 
2007 “Beacon of Life Award” at the Civil Rights Major League Baseball (MLB) game 
2008 “Buck O’Neil Lifetime Achievement Award” – National Baseball Hall of Fame 

 
Buck O’Neil also received honorary degrees from the following institutions: William Jewell 
College, Missouri Western University and Duquesne University. 

 
In addition according to Bob Kendrick, the President of the Negro Leagues Museum in Kansas 
City, their museum plans to renovate the “old” Paseo Y.M.C.A. building located in the Vine 
Street area of Kansas City and turn it into the Buck O’Neil Research Center and Library. 
 

 
Passing of a Legend 

 
Buck was admitted to the hospital on August 5, 2006 for fatigue. After three days in the hospital 
he was released only to be readmitted on September 17th. John Jordan “Buck” O’Neil, Jr. passed 
away in Kansas City, Missouri on October 6, 2006 at the age of 94 from heart failure and bone 
marrow cancer. He was one month shy of his 95th birthday.  
 
 

Final Thoughts 
 

Having known Buck on a personal basis, I (Dr. Revel) was always most taken with who he was as 
a person. He was first and foremost a good Christian and a true gentleman. He brought dignity 
and respect to everything he did. His value system should serve as a model for athletes today.  An 
example of this can be seen in his eulogy at Satchel Paige’s funeral when Buck shared the 
following: “Don’t feel sorry for us. I feel sorry for your fathers and mothers because they didn’t 
get to see us play.” 
 
Buck was a friend, a colleague and an inspiration to us all. He has truly been missed. 
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Assessing Buck O’Neil’s Career 

 
When assessing Buck O’Neil’s career in professional baseball, it is important to take the 
following factors into consideration. 

 
• All researchers agree that Buck O’Neil was a steady-solid hitter during his career. 

The following chart lists the findings of several major Negro League researchers in 
respect to Buck’s yearly batting averages during the prime years of his career. 
 

 
Year 

 
Hall of Fame 
   Committee 

Larry Lester 
    and 
Dick Clark 

 
James Riley 

 
John Holway 

Macmillan 
Baseball 

Encyclopedia 

 
Difference 

1938 .234 .222 .258 .260 .258 38 
1939 .238 .235 .257 .240 .257 22 
1940 .344 .330 .345 .342 .345 15 
1941 .257 .248 .250 .269 .263 21 
1942 .269 .275 .247 .255 .263 28 
1943 .338 .351 .222 .222 .222        129 
1946 .350 .296 .353 .350 .350 63 
1947 .305        .303        .358        .358        .358         55 
1948 .253        .241        .253        .253        .253         12 

Career 
     Average 

 
       .288 

 
       .274 

 
         - 

 
       .286  

 
     .292 

 
        - 

 
* The difference in batting averages between different researchers stems from the fact that not all researchers analyzed the same  
   games or same number of games. In addition some researchers count only “official league” games while other researchers combine  
   both “league” and “non-league” games in their research. 
 

When the Center for Negro League Baseball Research conducted this project on the 
career of Buck O’Neil, our research found 342 more at bats and 121 more hits in 
“Official Negro American League” games than previous researchers had reported. Most 
of this new data was from the 1950’s which is a time period for which little research had 
been done. These new statistics are extremely important because the more statistics you 
have, the better of an indication can be drawn as to the player’s “real” ability. The new 
data collected by the Center for Negro League Baseball Research shows that Buck had a 
.354 batting average for these newly found “official” Negro American League games. It 
also raised his career batting average for “Negro League” games to .303 which is 15 
points higher than the Hall of Fame Committee’s research. It is important to note that the 
1950’s was not a focal point when the Hall of Fame Committee did their research. In 
conclusion in many people’s mind there is a big difference in having been a .288 career 
hitter than a .303 hitter. There has always been something magical about batting .300. 
 
A comparison of Buck O’Neil’s career batting average as compiled by several leading 
researchers is listed below. 
 

  
Baseball 
Reference 

Center for Negro 
League Baseball  
     Research 

 
Hall of Fame 
Committee 

Larry Lester 
      And 
Dick Clark 

  Macmillan 
    Baseball 
  Encyclopedia 

At Bats       721       1596       1232       883       1358 
Hits       204         484         355       242         397 
Career Batting  
    Average 

       
     .283 

 
       .303 

 
       .288 

 
     .274 

 
       .292 

 
 
* It is important to note that the statistics presented in the Macmillan Baseball Encyclopedia includes both “league” and “non-league”  
  games together. The Center for Negro League Baseball Research’s statistics includes only “Official” Negro American League games. 
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In short, it is the opinion of the Center for Negro League Baseball Research that Buck 
O’Neil was significantly better than just a solid-steady hitter. Our research shows that 
he had a .303 career batting average for his Negro American League career. He also won 
a Negro American League batting title in 1946 with a .350 batting average.     

 
• It is also important to note that Buck missed two full seasons during his prime. 

In 1944 and 1945 Buck served in the United States Navy during World War II. 
He was obviously in his prime during this time because he was hitting .351 in 1943 
before he left for the service and batted .350 (won the Negro American League 
batting title) in 1946 when he returned from his military service. These two 
additional years could have been very important to his overall career numbers. 
 

• Missing statistics. There is a significant portion of his hitting statistics that still need 
to be uncovered. Examples of hitting statistics that are still missing are as follows: 

 
1. There are still Negro American League games that are unaccounted for, 

especially during his first season with the Memphis Red Sox in 1937. In addition 
we are missing the total number of games played for the 1952 season, his extra 
base hits for 1953 and all of his 1955 batting numbers. 

2. During his two Negro League World Series appearances (1942 and 1946), we are 
missing his runs scored and runs batted in numbers. 

3. We are missing a significant number of games in which Buck played against 
Major League and Minor League All Star teams. In addition for the games we 
have found, all we have found are at bats and hits.  

4. In his seventeen year playing career in the Negro American League, Buck must 
have played hundreds of games against “non-league” opponents. We have 
currently only located 23 of these games. In these 23 games, Buck had 106 at 
bats and 47 hits for a .443 batting average. He obviously dominated local talent 
and it would be interesting to see how this trend played out over the course of his 
entire career.   

5. Buck started playing professional baseball in 1933. For the next four seasons 
before he joined the Memphis Red Sox he played on independent teams and 
virtually all of these records are missing. 

6. All of his records for when he played winter ball (with the exception of Cuba) are 
still missing. 

7. For his Cuban Winter League season in 1946-47, we are missing the total number 
of games played. 

 
• In addition to career batting statistics, we are also missing a lot of his records for 

when he managed. Examples of missing managerial records include: 
  

1. Missing most of his won-loss record for the 1955 Negro American League 
season. 

2. Missing won-loss records for most all of the “non-league” games he managed 
from 1948 to1955. 

3. Missing his managerial record when he was the player-manager for Obregon in 
the Mexican Pacific Coast League in 1951. 

4. Missing the exhibition games he managed, especially his won-loss record while 
managing the Major League All Stars on their 1955 post season tour and the 
Willie Mays All Stars on their 1962 barnstorming tour. 

 
• Excellent defensive skills. During his playing days, Buck O’Neil had the reputation 

of being an excellent defensive first baseman. It was one of the keys that got him 
signed by the Monarchs in 1938. Unfortunately, defensive statistics were not well 
recorded or reported during most of his career. The American Negro Press and Howe 
News Bureau did keep good statistics during the late 1940’s and early 1950’s. Our 
research has uncovered the “official” Negro American League fielding statistics 
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gathered by the American Negro Press and Howe News Bureau for 1948, 1950 and 
1951 seasons. A review of these fielding statistics show that Buck was the leading or 
tied for the lead with the best fielding percentage for first basemen in the Negro 
American League. The following chart reviews these fielding statistics: 

 
 
Year 

 
Games 

 
Putouts 

 
Assists 

 
Errors 

Double 
Plays 

Field 
Percentage 

Rank in     
   NAL 

    1948     42     260     18      5    18   .982   *   1st 
    1950     27     208     11      0     - 1.000      1st 
    1951     45       -       -      5      -   .988      1st 

 
* Note – Buck was tied with Bob Boyd (Memphis Red Sox) for fielding percentage leader at first base in 1948. 
 
• Buck was a winner. Over the course of his career, O’Neil played on and/or managed 

twelve (12) different championship teams with the Kansas City Monarchs. The 1942 
Monarchs team won the Negro League World Series title by defeating the Homestead 
Grays (Negro National League champions). In his 17 years in the Negro American 
League he was on a championship team 12 of those years. Over 70 % of the time 
Buck was on the best team in the Negro American League. 

 
      In addition, Buck was on the 1946-47 Almendares Alacranes team that won the 
      Cuban Winter League championship. 
 
• Leadership and dedication to Kansas City Monarchs. Once he joined the Kansas 

City Monarchs in 1938, he would never play for another team in the Negro American 
League. A player staying with the same team for virtually his entire career was very 
rare in Negro League baseball. John “Buck” O’Neil was a Kansas City Monarch.  

 
• Managerial skills. Buck O’Neil managed the Kansas City Monarchs from 1948 

through the 1955 season when Tom Baird sold the team to Ted Rasberry of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. During his career as the manager of the Monarchs, Buck was very 
successful. He won two (2) regular season Negro American League titles (1953 and 
1955) and three (3) Negro American League - Western Division titles (1949, 1950 
and 1951). He also won the second half of the 1948 Negro American League season. 
Buck appeared in five (5) East-West All Star games as the West team’s manager. His 
overall Negro American League record as a manager for the Kansas City Monarchs is 
326-213 (.605). This won-loss record is incomplete because we do not have most of 
his record for the 1955 season when the Monarchs won the Negro American League 
title. Buck had a won-loss record 4-1 (.800) in his five appearances at the East-West 
All Star game. In short, Buck O’Neil had a very successful career as a manager. 
 

• Scouting career. Buck started scouting for the Chicago Cubs on a part time basis in 
1953. He became a full time scout for the Cubs after the 1955 season and retired from 
Chicago in 1988. Over the course of his scouting career with the Cubs he was 
instrumental in the signing of Ernie Banks, Lou Brock. Oscar Gamble, Lee Smith and 
Joe Carter.  After he retired from the Chicago Cubs, he became a special assignment 
scout for the Kansas City Royals until he retired from professional baseball in 1994. 

 
• Ambassador for Negro League baseball. Buck O’Neil gained national notoriety 

when he appeared on the Ken Burns baseball documentary in 1990. His dynamic and 
endearing personality earned him the love and respect of baseball fans all over the 
country. Buck made Negro League baseball come alive to the American public. Over 
the years he became the face and voice of Negro League baseball. 

 
Buck O’Neil did it all in baseball. He was a player, manager, scout and Major League coach. 
After his baseball career was apparently over, we witnessed his greatest accomplishments and 
legacy to the sport. He helped preserve the history of Negro League baseball. He did an 
exemplary job promoting Negro League baseball and representing the ball players. 
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Buck O’Neil – Kansas City Monarchs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kansas City Monarchs (1941) 
 

(left to right – Newt Allen, Rainey Bibbs, William Sims, Allen “Lefty” Bryant, Willard Brown, Jesse Williams,  
 Dick Bradley, Hilton Smith, Frank Duncan, Joe Greene, Ford Smith, George Walker, Buck O’Neil, Ted Strong,    
 Connie Johnson and Satchel Paige.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kansas City Monarchs 
Gene Richardson, Satchel Paige, Buck O’Neil and Hilton Smith 
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Playing Career 
 
Regular Season: 
 
Year  Team     League 
 
1925-1927 Sarasota Tigers    Independent 
1928-1931 Edward Waters College   School Baseball Team 
1933  Tampa Black Smokers   Independent 
1933-1934 Miami Giants    Independent 
1935  New York Tigers   Independent 
1936-1937 Shreveport Acme Giants  Independent 
1936  Dunseith Acme Giants   Independent 
1937  Memphis Red Sox   Negro American League 
1937   Zulu Cannibal Giants   Independent 
1937  Memphis Red Sox   Negro American League 
1938-1943 Kansas City Monarchs   Negro American League 
1943-1945 United States Navy (Military Service) 
1946-1955 Kansas City Monarchs   Negro American League 

 
 

 
Winter Leagues: 
 
Year  Team     League 
 
1935  Joe Alpert’s Clothiers   Denver Post Tournament 
1935  Denver White Elephants  NBC: Wichita Tournament 
1936  Texas Black Spiders   Mexican Barnstorming Tour 
1940  Kansas City Monarchs          Game vs Spencer’s Coal w/ Babe Ruth  
         and Rabbit Maranville 
1941  Negro League All Stars        Series vs Bob Feller and the Major League All Stars 
1941  Kansas City Monarchs   Game vs Frigidaire w/ Bob Feller 
1942  Kansas City Monarchs        Game at Wrigley Field vs Dizzy Dean All Stars 
1942  Kansas City Monarchs        Game at Griffith Stadium vs Dizzy Dean All Stars 
1942  Kansas City Monarchs        Game at Victory Field vs Dizzy Dean All Stars 
1942  Kansas City Monarchs        Negro League World Series vs Homestead Grays 
1942  Kansas City Monarchs        Game at Wrigley Field vs Major League All Stars 
1946  Kansas City Monarchs        Negro League World Series vs Newark Eagles 
1946  Satchel Paige All Stars   Tour vs Bob Feller’s All Stars 
1946  Satchel Paige All Stars   Post Season Barnstorming Tour 
1946-47 Almendares Alacranes   Cuban Winter League 
1948  Kansas City Monarchs          Play-Off Series vs Birmingham Black Barons 
1948  Satchel Paige All Stars   Midwest Barnstorming Tour 
1951  Cuidad Obregon   Mexican Pacific Coast League 
1955  Major League All Stars (Manager) Barnstorming Tour 
1955  Major League All Stars (Manager) Series vs George Kell’s All Stars 
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Buck O’Neil – Chicago Cubs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buck O’Neil (1962) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buck O’Neil (standing far left) and Ernie Banks (center) visit Grambling State College 
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Managerial Career 
 
Year  Team     League 
 
1948-1955 Kansas City Monarchs   Negro American League 
 
1949  West Squad    East-West All Star Game 
1950  West Squad    East-West All Star Game 
1951  West Squad    East-West All Star Game 
1951  Cuidad Obregon    Mexican Pacific Coast League 
1953  West Squad    East-West All Star Game 
1954  West Squad    East-West All Star Game 
1955  West Squad    East-West All Star Game 
1955   Major League All Stars   Post Season Barnstorming Tour 
1962  Willie Mays All Stars   Post Season Barnstorming Tour 
 
 

Coaching and Scouting Career 
 
Year  Team     League 
 
1953-1961 Chicago Cubs     (Scout)  National League 
1962-1963 Chicago Cubs  (Coach)  National League 
1964-1988 Chicago Cubs    (Scout)  National League 
1989-1998 Kansas City Royals    (Scout)  American League 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         John “Buck” O’Neil 
 

Kansas City Monarchs  
          Manager 
 

                      1948-1955          
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Buck O’Neil – Negro League All Star 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
East-West All Star Game (1942) 

(O’Neil – standing fourth from left) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
East-West All Star Game (1949) 

Buck O’Neil (West Manager), Vaughn, Bob Motley, Frank Duncan and Oscar Charleston (East Manager) 
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Career Statistics – Hitting (Negro Leagues) 
 
Year Team     Games   AB Runs Hits 2B 3B HR RBI     SB      BA     SLG 
 
1937 Memphis            4       16   1   3 1 0 0 1             0     .188 .250 
1938 Kansas City        30   94 14 22 4 1 0 3           11     .234 .298 
1939 Kansas City        29 101 12 24 4 2 1 9             4     .238 .347 
1940 Kansas City        25      93 17 32 6 3 0              26             5     .344 .473 
1941 Kansas City        29 113 16 29 5 2 1              25             3     .257 .336 
1942 Kansas City        38 153 19 42 6 2 1              26             3     .275 .359 
1943 Kansas City        21   74 14 26 3 0 1 9             2     .351 .432 
1946 Kansas City        58 197 36 69            11 6 2              27           12     .350 .497 
1947 Kansas City        16   65 16 20 4 1 2              10             4     .308 .492 
1948 Kansas City        42 162 14 41 6 1 1              15             3     .253 .321 
1949 Kansas City        45 109 17 36 4 0 1              14             6     .330 .394 
1950 Kansas City        31   83 14 21 5 2 1              11             5     .253 .398 
1951 Kansas City          - 148 26 50            11 2 3              29             3     .338 .500 
1952 Kansas City        32   99 19 36 - - 3              13             9     .364    - 
1953 Kansas City        15   21   5 10 0 0 0 1             2     .476 .476 
1954 Kansas City        27      68 14 23 2 0 1              18             8     .338 .412 
 
 Total         442  1596          254            484            72              22              18            237           80     .303 .410 

 
 

Career Statistics – Hitting (Negro League World Series) 
 
Year Team     Games   AB Runs Hits 2B 3B HR RBI     SB      BA     SLG 
 
1942 Kansas City             4     17   -   6 0 2 0   -            1     .353 .588 
1946 Kansas City             7     27   -   9 0 1 2   -            2     .333 .630 
 
 Total                      11     44   - 15 0 3 2   -            3     .341 .614 

 
 

Career Statistics – Hitting (East-West All Star Games) 
 
Year Team     Games   AB Runs Hits 2B 3B HR RBI     SB      BA     SLG 
 
1942 West            2      8     0   0 0 0 0 0            0       .000 .000 
1943 West            1      2     0   0 0 0 0 1            0      .000 .000 
1949 West            1      1     0   0 0 0 0 0            0      .000 .000 
 
 Total                     4        11     0   0 0 0 0 1            0       .000 .000 

 
 

Career Statistics – Hitting (Exhibition Games vs Major Leaguers) 
 
Year Team     Games   AB Runs Hits 2B 3B HR RBI     SB      BA     SLG    
 
1941 Kansas City              1        4 - 1 - - - -           -        .250    - 
1942 Kansas City              1        4 - 1 - - - -           -        .250    - 
1946 Satchel Paige A.S.    -      18 - 6 - - - -           -        .333    - 
 
 Total                 -      26 - 8 - - - -           -       ..308    -  

 
Career Statistics – Hitting (Non-League Games) 

 
Year Team     Games   AB Runs Hits 2B 3B HR RBI     SB      BA     SLG    
 
1934 Miami            1     4 0 0 0 0 0 0            0     .000 .000 
1935 Denver Post         1     6 1 2 - - -  1            -     .333    - 
1936 Shreveport            3   13 - 5 - - - 4            -       .385    - 
1938 Kansas City          8       35 3              20 - 1 3 4            4      .571    - 
1939 Kansas City          3   15 3 6 - - - 2            -       .400    - 
1940 Kansas City          1        4 0 1 - - - -             -       .250    - 
1941 Kansas City          1     6 3 2 - 1 - -             1      .333    - 
1946 Kansas City          4   17 3 7 1 - - 2             -      .412    - 
1949 Kansas City          1         6 2 4 - - - -              -      .667    - 
 
                  Total                   23 106          15              47 1 2 3              13             5      .443    - 
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Career Statistics – Hitting (Cuban Winter League) 
 
Year Team     Games   AB Runs Hits 2B 3B HR RBI     SB      BA     SLG   
 
1946-47 Almendares           -   117   12 25   3 1 0    11       1       .214   .256  

 
 
 

Career Hitting Statistics (Totals) 
   

    Games   AB Runs Hits 2B           3B            HR             RBI     SB         BA     SLG 
 
Negro League                     442    1596          254          484              72            22              18                237       80       .303 .410 
Negro World Series              11     44     - 15   0 3 2     -         3       .341 .614 
East-West All Star Games     4         11     0   0   0 0 0     1        0        .000 .000 
Exhibition Games                  -          26     -    8   - - -     -         -        .308    -  
Non-League Games             23   106            15            47   1 2 3                  13        5        .443    - 
Cuban Winter League            -   117   12 25   3 1 0   11        1       .214   .256 
  
Total              -     1900 281          579 76            28              23                262      89       .305    - 
       
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Almendares Alacranes (1946-47) 
Cuban Winter League Champions 

(O’Neil – bottom row fourth from right) 
 34 



Managerial Record 
 
Regular Season: 
 
Year Team     League   Won  Lost Pct.    Place 
 
1948 Kansas City Monarchs   Negro American League 43 25 .632     2nd 
1949 Kansas City Monarchs   Negro American League 54 37 .593     1st  
1950 Kansas City Monarchs   Negro American League 52 21 .712     1st 
1951 Kansas City Monarchs   Negro American League 42 28 .600     1st 
1952 Kansas City Monarchs   Negro American League 23 26  .469     4th 
1953 Kansas City Monarchs   Negro American League 56 21 .727     1st 
1954* Kansas City Monarchs   Negro American League 23 43 .348     6th 
1955** Kansas City Monarchs   Negro American League           11   4 .733     1st 

 
 Total                 304       205     .597      - 
 
* The 1954 season also included one tie. 
** The 1955 record is incomplete. Only covers “league” games as reported in Baltimore Afro American on 06-14-55 
 
Buck won two (2) regular season Negro American League titles (1953 and 1955) and three (3) 
Negro American League - Western Division titles (1949, 1950 and 1951). He also won the 
second half of the 1948 Negro American League season. 

 
 

Play-Off Series: 
 
Year Team     League   Won  Lost Pct.    Place 
 
1948 Kansas City Monarchs   Play-Off Series (NAL)    3   4 .429        - 
 
 
East-West All Star Games: 
 
Year Team     League   Won  Lost Pct.    Score 
 
1949 West     East-West All Star Game   0   1   .000     0-4 
1950 West     East-West All Star Game   1     0 1.000     5-3 
1951 West       Selected but did not appear due to illness – replaced by Winfield Welch 
1953 West     East-West All Star Game   1   0 1.000     5-1 
1954 West     East-West All Star Game   1   0 1.000     8-4 
1955 West     East-West All Star Game   1   0 1.000     2-0 
 
 Total         4   1   .800       - 
 
Non League Games: 
 
1948 Kansas City Monarchs  Non-League     5    3  .625       - 
1949 Kansas City Monarchs  Non-League     3    0       1.000       - 
1950 Kansas City Monarchs  Non-League     6    0       1.000       - 
1952 Kansas City Monarchs  Non-League     1    0       1.000       - 
 
 Total        15    3 .833       - 
 
Recap    Regular Season Games  304 205 .597 
    Play-Off Series                   3     4 .429 
    East-West All Star Games     4     1 .800 
    Non-League     15     3 .833 
 
Total        326 213 .605 
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Championship Teams 
 
During the course of his professional baseball career, Buck O’Neil played on and/or managed 
thirteen (13) championship teams. Twelve (12) of these were with the Kansas City Monarchs of 
the Negro American League. 
 
Year  Team    League    Record 
 
1939  Kansas City Monarchs  Negro American League 28-14     .667 
1940  Kansas City Monarchs  Negro American League 23-10     .697 
1941  Kansas City Monarchs  Negro American League 24-6     .800 
1942  Kansas City Monarchs  Negro American League 28-10     .737 
1942  Kansas City Monarchs  Negro League World Series   4-1     .800 
1946  Kansas City Monarchs  Negro American League 43-14     .754 
1946-47 Almendares Alacranes  Cuban Winter League  42-24     .636    
1948  Kansas City Monarchs  NAL (second half leader) 17-7     .708 
1949  Kansas City Monarchs  Negro American League (West)  54-37     .593 
1950  Kansas City Monarchs  Negro American League (West) 52-21     .712 
1951  Kansas City Monarchs  Negro American League (West) 42-28     .600 
1953  Kansas City Monarchs  Negro American League 56-21     .727 
1955  Kansas City Monarchs  Negro American League             11-4     .733 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kansas City Monarchs (1953) 
Negro American League Champions 

 
(left to right - Dagoberto Nunez, Juan Armenteros, Dick Phillips, Hank Baylis, Joe Douse, Sherwood Brewer, Bill   
 Holder, Gene Richardson, John Jackson, Duke Henderson, Willie Steele, Ernie Banks, Tom Cooper, Bill Dickey,   
 Francisco “Pancho” Herrera, Ernest Johnson and John “Buck” O’Neil) 
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Selected Career Highlights 
 

• Buck O’Neil had a career batting average in the Negro American League of .303 and an 
overall career batting average of .305 against all levels of competition. 

 
• Won a Negro American League batting title in 1946 with a .350 batting average. 
 
• Played on and/or managed twelve (12) Kansas City Monarchs teams that won a Negro 

League title. 
 
• Starting first baseman of the 1942 Kansas City Monarchs team that beat the Homestead 

Grays four games to one to win the Negro League World Series Championship. 
 
• Managed the Kansas City Monarchs to six Negro American League titles (1948 – second 

half, 1949 (West), 1950 (West), 1951 (West), 1953 and 1955). 
 

• Appeared in three East-West All Star games as a player (1942 - West, 1943 - West and     
1949 - West). 

 
• Named as Manager of the West squad for six East-West All Star games (1949, 1950, 

1951, 1953, 1954 and 1955). Compiled a won-loss record of 4-1 (.800). Buck had to be 
replaced for the 1951 game because of an illness. 

 
• Played in the Negro League World Series against the Newark Eagles in 1946. 

 
• Member of the 1946-47 Almendares Alacranes team that won the Cuban Winter League 

championship. 
 

• Compiled a won-loss record of 326-213 (.605) during his managerial career. 
 

• Became the first African American to coach in the Major Leagues when he was selected 
as a member of the 1962 Chicago Cubs coaching staff. 

 
• As a scout for the Chicago Cubs scouted and was responsible for signing such players as 

Ernie Banks, Lou Brock, Oscar Gamble, Lee Smith and Joe Carter. 
 

• Served on the Baseball Hall of Fame Veterans Committee (National Baseball Hall of 
Fame in Cooperstown) from 1981-2000. This committee elected nine former Negro 
League ball players to the Hall of Fame. 

 
• Instrumental in the founding of the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum in Kansas City. 

 
•    Elected to the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame in 1994. 

 
• He was inducted into the Baseball Scouts Hall of Fame in St. Louis in 2002. 

 
• Finalist in the balloting for induction into the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 

Cooperstown in 2006. Buck fell just short of induction 
 

• After his death in 2006 Buck O’Neil has been honored with the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom (December 7, 2006), Kansas City Royals (Kauffman Stadium) - Buck O’Neil 
Legacy Seat (2007), Beacon of Life Award (March 31, 2007), Lifetime Achievement 
Award (October 24, 2007) and Hall of Missourians (2012). 
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